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Song for Hannah 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


E WAS so little,— 

I can see her stand 
Trembling, reluctant 
To let go his hand. 


Yet she was wise 
Earth ties to sever : 

She chose not now, 
But the forever. 


God give us mothers 
Who will joy to see 
Their sons remembered 


Through eternity. 











Man's Quest 

What is mankind seeking? It is a 
popular idea that all men, deep down m 
their hearts, are seeking God. An English 
minister years ago came out with a “New 
Theology” that was as old as Satan in the 
Garden of Eden, and he rang the changes 
on this ever popular theme, saying that 
the drunkard and the harlot on Piccadilly 
Circus were, in their degradation, simply 
expressing their desire for God! The Ap- 
praisal Commission, better termed the Be- 


‘ trayal Commission, sounded the oid note 


again a few years ago with the assurance 
that “all religions are ways to God.” It 
is the old lie started by Satan in his assur- 
ance to Eve that if only she would sin 
she would be like God. Most men are not 
seeking God; they are seeking sin, self- 
gratification, Satan. Moses told sinful Is- 
rael ‘the truth when he said bluntly, “They 
sacrificed unto devils, not to God” (Deut. 
32:17). Paul declared the same truth 
when he said that “the things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, 
and not to God”. (1 Cor. 10:20). What 
hope is there, then, that men will ever find 


God if they are not secking him? The 
hope is a great and blessed one, and it is 
just this: God is seeking men. Adam and 
Eve, after their sin, “hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God,” but God 
sought them out and “calied unto Adam, 
and said unto~him, Where art thou?” It 
is God’s patient, loving, persistent, and un- 
defeatable seeking of fost souls that is the 
only but all-sufficient reason why men are 
saved. “We love him, because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4: 19). 


a 


Hunger 

Men without the Bread of Life get 
desperately hungry. Without the Light of 
Life they are helplessly in the dark, and 
often they know it. A popular magazine 
published an unusual editorial last Christ- 
mas, asking whether Christmas is “only 
a holiday,” and quoted a character in a 
book published fifteen years ago but still 
being read, “If Winter Comes.” The quo- 
tation showed blindness to the truth, rejec- 
tion of the Bible, yet desperate hunger. 
Here is part of it: “Plumb down in the 
crypt and abyss of every man’s soul is a 
hunger, a craving for other food than this 


earthy stuff. And the churches know it; 
and instead of reaching down to him what 
he wants —light, light — instead of that, 
they invite him to dancing and picture 
shows, and you're a jolly good fellow, and 
religion’s a jolly fine thing and no spoil- 
sport, and all that sort of latter-day ten- 
dency. He can get all that outside the 
churches and get it better. Light, light! 
He wants light. And the padres come 
down and drink beer with him, and watch 
boxing matches with him, and sing music- 
hall songs with him, and dance jazz with 
him, and call it making religion a Living 
Thing in the Lives of the People. Lift 
the hearts of the people to God, they say, 
by showing them that religion is not in- 
compatible with having a jolly fine time. 
And there’s no God there that a man can 
understand for him to be lifted up to. A 
man wouldn’t care what he had to give up 
if he knew he was making for something 
inestimably precious. But he doesn’t know. 
Light, light—that’s what he wants; and 
the longer it’s withheld the lower he'll 
sink.” It is indeed for something “in- 
estimably precious” that our Saviour and 
Lord asks us to “surrender all.” Then the 
darkness goes, light comes, and the fullness 
of life begins. 


The Coronation of a King 


By the late Bishop of Durham, Handley C. G. Moule 


Nore sy tHe Enprror.—The late Bishop 
Moule, greatly beloved speaker at Keswick 
Cenventions and writer of books that deepened 
and strengthened the faith of God’s children, 
was one of the few Prince Bishops of the 
Church of England, and he ag per King 
Edward VII and King George V 
coronations in 1902 and 1911. In 1913 Mrs. 
Trumbull and I had the rare privilege of vis- 
iting Bishop and Mrs. Handley Moule over- 
night in their home at Auckland Castle, near 
Durham. Of that visit I hope I may write 
at another time. One of its precious memen- 
tos is a booklet given by Bishop Moule to 
Mrs, Trumbull — down his emg pene | 
of the coronation King George V and 
Queen Mary. The. brochure was not pub- 
lished, but printed for the Bishop’s friends ; 
and now it is a privilege to share it, in part, 
with Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Family 
as the worthy son of George V approaches his 
coronation. ° 

Bishop Moule’s account is marked by the 
deep spiritual insight and interpretation, in 
the light of the eternal truths of Scripture, 
that marked all his writings and ministry. 
As the coming of the King of Kings draws 
nigh, surely we may see in this vivid and 
memorable picture of the coronation of an 
earthly King a shadow of the glory of Him 
who is “far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come.’ 


HE frst rehearsal which I attended 
was held on Saturday, June 17. We 
met at the Abbey at 11.30, in the 
“Annexe,” the replica of that of 1902; 
a great temporary “baronial hall.” It was 
long before we got to work with our deputy 
King and Queen, the “king” wearing a very 
homely substitute for the robe of state. 
We formed the procession at last, in which 
make-believe swords and sceptres were 
borne by the appointed Lords, the three 
Bishops who carry the Vessels and the 
Bible took their places, the Gentlemen-at- 
Arms (as yet in plain clothes, unlike their 
splendour on the twenty-second) marched 
on either side, the eight pages carried the 
train, and the two Supporters did their 
part. A very large number of gentlemen, 
lay and clerical, the latter including of 
course the Chapter of Westminster and 
also the King’s Honorary Chaplains, were 
ranked in the procession; which had been 
preceded up the Abbey in due order by 
the procession of the Queen. 
The details of the great Ceremonial 
were then gone through, under the direc- 
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tion of the Duke of Norfolk and the Her- 
alds. It was all absolutely necessary and 
very interesting. But thereswas an occa- 
sional slight touch of the grotesque. It 
is hard to mimic reality with perfect seri- 
ousness when the reality is so soon to 
follow; the rehearsal of the Homage in 
particular had its amusing side, as the 
imaginary crown was supposed to be 
touched, and the “King” received very 
hurried semblances of the kiss on the left 
cheek. We spent a long hour and a half 
over this preparatory performance, after 
which some of us found rest and refection 
in the hospitable Deanery. 


Their Majesties Rehearse 


On Monday, the nineteenth, the like proc- 
ess was gone through, with considerable 
musical adjuncts, including the Westmin- 
ster boys’ Vivat; and glorious was the 
sound of instrument and voice in the choral 
fragments. That afternoon an important 
extra attendance was required of those of 
us who were to be nearest to the King and 
Queen. By private arrangement, their 
Majesties came in a car from the Palace, 
at about three o’clock, and we met them 
at the entrance to the cloisters. For an 
hour and three-quarters they went minutely, 
on the spot, into all those details of the 
ceremony which immediately concern the 
Sovereigns; the Recognition and its move- 
ments, the passings from throne to throne, 
the taking and signing of the Oath, the 
disrobing of the King, and his “arraying,” 
anointing, receiving spurs, sword, glove, 
sceptres, orb, and finally crown, in King 
Edward’s chair. The details incident to 
the Holy Communion were also considered, 
when the oblations would be given and the 
crowns laid aside. Nothing could be more 
friendly and at the same time more thor- 
ough and practical than their Majesties’ 
questions, suggestions, and remarks. Again 
and again the King’s cordial and sometimes 
humorous cheerfulness broke out, to every 
one’s pleasure. As he graciously shook 
hands at parting, and I think mine hap- 
pened to be the last hand, he said, 
“I am sure everything will go perfectly 
right.” 

Another, and, to tell the truth, rather 
disturbed and abbreviated rehearsal, came 
on Tuesday, and it was necessary to ar- 
range an additional one for Wednesday, 
when a near approach to “full dress” was 
used, and a really brilliant appearance was 
made. We parted much more hopeful than 
the day before that the King’s prediction 
would be fulfilled, and that all would “go 
perfectly right,” when wooden swords and 
sceptres, and cardboard equivalents for 
crown and orb, should be exchanged for 
the august realities. 

June 22, 1911, was ushered in very early 
by the distant drum-like sound of a royal 
salute. Not unlike August 9, 1y02, it was 
a day of doubtful but on the whole favour- 
able weather. The early morning was 
threatening, with lowering clouds and some 
rain, but the sky soon improved, and the 
sun shone again and again about noon. 
My wife and I were kindly received for 
those eventful days at 2, Prince’s Gate, by 
Sir T. Fowell Buxton and Lady Victoria 
Buxton. Sir Fowell, as G.C.M.G., had his 
place in the Abbey, and Mrs. Handley 
Moule had hers. 

We, our host and ourselves, left Prince’s 
Gate in his carriage about 7 A. M., Sir 
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Fowell Buxton wearing collar, star, and 
mantle, and I carrying my cassock and 
rochet, and my cope, the beautiful robe 
given by the ladies of the Diocese in 1902. 
It was a slow pilgrimage to the Abbey, so 
vast was the throng of vehicles — above 
all, of motor cars, of which only a few were 
used in 1902. Early in our drive, before 
we reached Victoria Street, we were held 
up by a dense mass of Coronation “traffic.” 
Then came opener spaces. But at the 
eastern end of Victoria Street, within im- 
mediate sight of the Annexe itself, we were 
detained for what seemed an interminable 
time, and had serious fears about shut 
doors. A courteous message from the Earl 
Marshal’s office had promised my wife pas- 
sage through the Annexe to her seat in 
the South Transept, “if arriving before 
8.30.” As a fact we did not enter the 
door till 8.50—but, happily, to find no 
difficulty about passage through into the 
Abbey. 

And now two hours had to be spent be- 
fore the appointed time—eleven o'clock. 
The interval was long in prospect but 
glided away fast in fact: Far more than in 
1902, when I sate a long while in a quiet 
corner correcting certain proof-sheets, the 
vast space (lined on the west side by red- 


coats and on the south by bluejackets) was © 


everywhere thronged. The throng was 
brilliant in attire, and, though subdued in 
some measure by the greatness of the occa- 
sion, it was full of suppressed but volumin- 
ous talk. Now and then a friend came by, 
and there was a chat. Sometimes I found 
myself listening, and at one moment caught 
some interesting fragments of talk between 
two tall, vigorous, gray-haired, splendidly 
accoutred Gentlemen-at-Arms; they were 
discussing scientific theories — English and 
French — of the origin of matter. 


Waiting for the Ceremony 


With some difficulty in such a crowd, but 
speeded by kindly offered expert help, I 
got on my robes, and, putting shyness in 
the pocket of my blue cassock, walked 
about, and at one time stood long at the 
west door of the Abbey itself, looking at 
the vast and brilliant congregation already 
seated, and at passers in and out, and lis- 
tening to the noble instrumental music 
which breathed its soul into the scene. 
Late in the waiting time an interesting 
procession was formed, including apparently 
all, or almost all, the chief foreign in- 
vited visitors, other than those already 
seated. in the very first places in the choir. 
Every great European State, and India, 
Japan, China, and Abyssinia (represented 
by two picturesque princes, or chiefs, clad 
in leopard skins and carrying long, heavy 
swords), had its part in that array. I 
think, but cannot be sure, that it included 
even ‘the veiled Begum of Bhopal (whom, 
when the service was over, I saw walking 
away down the Annexe). 

But 10.30 came, and that true English 
sound, the bells, the fine peal of St. Mar- 
garet’s, burst on our ears, telling us that 
the procession had left the Palace. And 
at that moment, as one of the King’s young 
pages delightedly remarked to me, the sun 
burst brightly out. We, who were to meet 
the King, gathered near the door, from 
which the hosts of occupants of the stands 
outside Wesminster Hospital were visible; 
and in due time two signals heralded the 
King —the vanword detachments of his 
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Guards riding past, and the deepening roar 
of cheering. So came the’ eight white 
horses, led past the door, and then the glo- 
rious royal coach, swaying on its springs, 
was opened to let the robed King and 
Queen descend and enter the Annexe. I 
cannot pretend, such are the freaks of 
memory, to describe their look and bearing 
at the moment. But all agree that a high, 
grave, reverent courage marked the aspect 
of those two true servants of God and of 
their people. In another moment the Queen 
had entered her retiring room, and the 
King his, with Lord Churchill, Master of 
the Robes, and others. Soon my brother 
Bishop, an old personal friend of the King’s, 
was called in for a consultation on some 
details, and then I also. The King, as 
frank and kind as on Monday, and as fresh 
and informal of speech, was evidently 
deeply and intently in earnest; but he said 
little beyond a few last requests and in- 
st:uctions, while the immense robe he wore 
lay arranged on a series of chairs behind 
him, ready for the clever pages who waited 
outside the door of the room. 


The Bronzed Sailor King 


The King is bronzed, like a sailor, and 
he looked perfectly well. His kind and de- 
lightful smile came often as he spoke. 

We waited for the promised signal that 
the Queen’s procession (how stately and 
beautiful it must have been, with those 
young bearers of her train, and such a 
Mistress of the Robes to follow them!) 
had gone up the Abbey and reached its 
goal. We heard the Westminster boys, 
with the precision given by Sir-F. Bridge’s 
training, but none the less with heart and 
soul, shout their strong, vivid, musical, 
Vivat Regina Maria (1 was pleased to hear 
the old-fashioned pronounciation!) and then 
soon our signal came. 

Somehow, after all the doubts and dif- 
ficulties of rehearsal, one felt now that all 
would go “perfectly right.” 

It seemed natural-and in the way of 
business to walk slowly forward, keeping 
step with the King, dimly aware of multi- 
tudinous surroundings, but greatly aware 
of him, as he went, wearing that robe over 
his scarlet tunic, and the Cap of Mainte- 
nance on. his head, out of the Annexe, up 
the nave, up the Choir, up the steps of the 
“Theatre,” past the Queen in her Chair of 
State, to his own Chair. In a moment the 
turnings and adjustments we had _ prac- 
tised were done, as by instinct, and I passed 
behind the chair to take my place at my 
King’s right hand. Lord Spencer, as Lord 
Chamberlain, was close to me, Lord Beau- 
champ, with the Sword of State, just in 
front; to the right stood Lord Roberts, the 
Duke of Beaufort, and Lord Kitchener 
with the other swords. Opposite, northward, 
in white and scarlet, stood the Diocesans of 
England and Wales in two long double 
ranks. Behind me, above a table splendid 
‘with the golden plate of the Abbey, was 
the Royal Gallery, occupied by the King’s 
near relatives, and by his children; save 
the Prince, who sate in his chair of state, 
supported right and left by the chairs of 
the Duke of Connaught and Prince Arthur, 
under the arch of the South Transept. 
Above and everywhere one felt the multi- 
tudes. But the absorbing consciousnesss 
(was it a parable of greater things?) was 
the immediate proximity of the King. 


(To be concluded next week) 

















7" ee pete ome CUCU Yo 











Lesson for May 23 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


+ 2m 

















A False Truce Between Evolution and Christianity 


A leading scientist's attempt to “explain” the Bible 


By Dan Gilbert 








N THEIR efforts to persuade Christian 
people that there is no conflict between 
evolution and religion, Modernists prob- 

ably quote the assurances and reassurances 
of Dr. Robert A. Millikan more frequently 
than the statements of any other great 
scientist. The reasons for this are ob- 
vious. Besides being recognized as one of 
the world’s greatest living scientists, Dr. 
Millikan is everywhere known as a man 
of high character and deep sincerity. He 
lacks entirely the deeply rooted prejudice, 
the innate hostility, toward religion char- 
acteristic of so many scientists. His ef- 
forts to “reconcile” evolution and religion 
are sincere and whole-hearted. 

But, granting all this, we are still faced 
with the question, not of his sincerity, but 
of his success in truly reconciling evolution 
and Christianity. We are faced with the 
task of evaluating his religious beliefs, not 
to determine whether he personally finds 
them satisfactory, but rather to ascertain 
if they are worthy of commendation to 
others. Modernists seem to take the posi- 
tion that because a great scientist formu- 
lates a certain set of religious convictions, 
the people as a whole should immediately 
follow the formula. We should become 
“religiously scientific” like the great mas- 
ters of science! When a Dr. Millikan pro- 
mulgates a “settlement” of the conflicting 
claims of evolutionary science and the Bible, 
we should accept it without question! 
One-Sided Comp ‘ 

The trouble with Dr. Miflikan’s “recon- 
ciliation” of evolution and the Christian 
faith lies in the fact that he exacts from 
Christianity virtually all the concesgions. 
According to the terms of the “settlement,” 
Christianity in effect gives up all claim to 
authority regarding those problems upon 
which science has stamped its own solu- 
tion. Christianity cedes to science all the 
territory to which the fatter has laid claim. 
Religion, having been evacuated from the 
whole domain of thought and reality 
usurped by science, is supposed to content 
itself with wandering in the wildernesses 
that science has not yet penetrated. In 
other words, regarding questions that sci- 
ence has not yet answered—such as the 
question of immortality—Dr. Millikan 
leaves religion free to speak. But, regard- 
ing such a question as the origin of human 
life on earth, Christianity has no right to 
speak — because science has already set 
forth the answer! 

In his “Evolution in Science and Re- 
ligion,” Dr. Millikan explains: “Concern- 
ing what ultimately becomes of the indi- 
vidual in the process (of dying), science 
has added nothing and it has subtracted 
nothing. So far as science is concerned 
religion can treat that problem precisely 
as it has in the past, or it can treat it in 
some entirely new way if it wishes. For 
that problem is entirely outside the field 
of science now, though it need not neces- 
sarily always remain so.” 


Professor Robert Andrews Millikan, 
director of the Norman Bridge labora- 
tory of Physics at the California Insti- 
tute of Technology, was the first to 
succeed in isolating the electron. He 
won the Comstock Prize of the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1913, the No- 
bel Prize in physics m 1923, rendered 
valuable service as lieutenant colonel 
in the Signal Corps during the War, 
and is the author of many books. In 
one of his works, mentioned in this ar- 
ticle, Dr. Millikan attempts a reconcili- 
ation of science and religion. But it is 
not on a sound basis, for he treats the 
Bible as merely the product of natural 
evolution. This is the third article in 
the series by Dr. Gilbert, which will be 
continued in an early issue. 








Hence, so long as the problem of im- 
mortality remains “outside the field of 
science,” Dr. Millikan is willing that re- 
ligion should offer a treatment of it; but 
if and when the time comes that science 
takes hold of the problem, then, apparently, 
religion will have no more right to con- 
sider it. 

While it is true that science has added 
nothing to the Christian position regarding 
immortality, it decidedly is not true that “it 
has subtracted nothing.” In the last an- 
alysis, the Christian case for immortality 
rests upon the belief that the Bible is God’s 
Word. Yet, admittedly, science, with its 
dogma of evolution, seriously undermines 
belief in the inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Evolutionary science weakens, if it 
does not destroy, the foundation of our 
faith in life beyond the grave. And it adds 
nothing in place of that which it takes 
away, as the basic support of our hope for 
eternal life. 

A Different Bible! 

In “reconciling” Christianity with evo- 
lutionary science, Dr. Millikan repudiates 
the Christian doctrine of the infallibility of 
the Holy Scriptures. He treats the Bible 
as merely the product of natural evolution 
in the field of religion. For instance, in 
the book just mentioned, he says: “Hu- 
man sacrifice apparently has been practiced 
by most, if not by all, primitive people. 
It certainly was practiced all over the 
Mediterranean area... . You read it in 
the story of Tyre and Sidon where the 
Pheenicians offered up their children to 
Moloch. You find it in Palestine, where 
Abraham started to offer up his son Isaac. 

“Now look at the first forward step in 
the evolution of religion. Somebody arises 
somewhere, somehow, who begins to do a 
little reflecting on his own account. In the 
Bible story it was Abraham who began to 
wonder whether Nature was after all just 
a powerful, cruel, vengeful brute, like the 
king of the adjacent tribe, who delighted 
in, or was appeased by, human blood; 
whether, in other words, the real God was 
a being who could be propitiated by the 
sacrifice on the part of a father of his only 


son. And he answered no, and decided then 
and there to break with the past.” 

Such an amazing distortion of the Bible 
does not appear to be a “reconciliation” 
of it with the “scientific” view of the “evo- 
lution ef religion”; rather, it seems to be 
the assassination and destruction of Chris- 
tianity. Of course, that is one way of 
ending Christianity’s conflict with, and 
challenge to, evolutionary science. 

Dr. Millikan continues: “The Bible 
story says, ‘God spoke to Abraham.” How 
did he speak? Through some Arab sheik | 
who just then passed that way? Then it 
was the sheik rather than Abraham to 
whom God spoke. Through a voice that 
would have left a record on a phonograph 
concealed in the bushes? Who wants such 
a childish interpretation?” 

Dr. Millikan believes that the way God 
spoke to Abraham is the same way in which 
“God spoke to Lycurgus, too, when the 
Spartan lawgiver ordered human sacrifices 
stopped in Sparta, and at a time not many 
centuries. after that at which Abraham had 
been stopped in Palestine. 

Denying Christ’s Deity 

“Abraham and Lycurgus were very much 
alike, too, in that neither was able to do 
more than to take a little, faltering, first 
step in getting away from this man-like 
or anthropomorphic conception of the deity. 
Abraham thought that God might not be 
pleased with the sacrifice of his son Isaac, 
but that he would be pleased if Isaac were 
replaced by a goat or a sheep, and a whole 
religion grew up around the notion that 
God, or the gods, could be propitiated with 
the sacrifice of animals.” 

A leading Modernist minister has said 
that it would not disturb his faith if the 
body of Jesus were found in an earthly 
grave. Dr. Millikan goes even further: it 
makes no difference to him whether such 
a man as Jesus ever lived! In his “inti- 
mate credo,” published in the volume “Liv- 
ing Philosophies,’ Dr. Millikan writes: 
“Now, when the life and teachings of Jesus 
became the basis of the religion of the 
whole Western World, an event of stupen- 
dous importance for the destinies of man- 
kind had certainly taken place. . . . The 
significance of this event is completely in- 
dependent even of the historicity of Jesus. 
The service of the Christian religion and 
my own faith in essential Christianity 
would not be diminished one iota of itt 
should in some way be discovered that no 
such indsvidual as Jesus ever existed. If 
the ideas and ideals for which he stood 
sprang up spontaneously in the minds of 
men without the stimulus of a single great 
character, the result would be even more 
wonderful and more inspiring than it is 
now, for it would mean that the spirit of 
Jesus is actually more widely spread 
throughout the world than we realize. in 
making this statement, I am endeavoring 
to say just as positively and emphatically 

(Continued on page 335) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 
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RIBUTES to Dr. J. 

Machen.—An essentially honest posi- 

tion will always win recognition in 
the end. This has been the case with Dr. 
Machen... One could hardly find two more 
opposed to what he stood for than the 
Unitarian Dr. Dieffenbach, and the one- 
time editor of The American Mercury, H. 
L. Mencken. The former speaks of Dr. 
Machen as “as learned and valiant a spir- 
itual warrior as the Protestant Church has 
produced in modern times,” and, after de- 
scribmg the caricatures of him which were 
current, adds: “Gresham Machen was a 
géntleman. That is the word.” Mr. 
Mencken also pays tribute to “his great 
learning. and remarkable clarity.” With 
his traducers he deals in no tender terms: 
“These Dr. Machen had by the ear. They 
sought to retain membership in the fellow- 
ship of the faithful while presuming to 
repeal the body of doctrine on which that 
fellowship rested.” Of “the disingenuous 
evasions of Modernism” ‘he says: 

“It is my belief that the body of doctrine 
known as Modernism is completely incom- 
patible, not only with anything rationally 
describable as Christianity, but also with 
anything deserving to pass as religion in 
general. Religion, if it is to retain any 
genuine significance, can never be reduced 
to a series of sweet attitudes possible to 
anyone not actually in jail for felony. It 
is on the contrary a corpus of powerful 
and profound convictions many of them not 
open to logical analysis. Its inherent im- 
probabilities are not sources of weakness 
to it but of strength.” 


Dr. Machen and Students.—The League 
of Evangelical Students was started by 
certain Princeton theological students after 
a session of the Inter-seminary Movement 
in which the divinity of Christ had been 
openly flouted and in which one student 
had told those present that “Buddha could 
save. as well as Christ.” Those who ven- 
tured this new organization were opposed 
by certain Princeton professors, “bitterly” 
we are told. “But though to befriend these 
loyal students meant enmity in high places, 
Dr. Machen stood opeyly witk them. Their 
reproach he made his reproach. Not for 
one moment did he forsake these who were 
standing for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through twelve years he continued one of 
the League’s most faithful friends. When 
he was needed as a speaker at League Con- 
ventions he would give liberally of his 
time and means to make that possible. 
Never was an inquiring student neglected. 
One of his last acts was a lengthy corre- 
spondence with a Christian student attend- 
ing a pagan university. This culminated 
in his sending to the student a copy of each 
of the books he had written. This is but 
one of a countless number of such inci- 
dents.” 


The Laymen’s Missionary Movement 
and the Student Volunteer Movement were 
in their generation God-given develop- 


Gresham. 
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ments. Since then the paralyzing influence 
of Modernism seems to have interpenetrated 
them as it has so many institutions of 
American Christianity. The Spirit of God 
is at work in new channels; the old chan- 
nels are dry. One looks, then, with a 
certain doubt on attempts to regalvanize 
what is touched with death. One asks if 
the present Laymen’s Missionary Move- 
ment is not now an expression of the Mod- 
ern Missions Movement or sympathetic to 
it. “I often worship in their mosque,” 
writes Mr. Laubach of the Mohammedan 
Moros, “and they return the visit by at- 
tending our Christian service.” That is 
the note of the Appraisalists and is false 
procedure and opportunism. “We are in 
the first stages of rebuilding our world to 
the measure which modern science has 





The “Modern Parody” 
of Christianity 








The repudiation of so-called 
Modernism which has been so deci- 
sive in Germany seems to be spread- 
ing to English-speaking lands. Pro- 
fessor Edwin Lewis’ “A Christian 
Manifesto” is one expression of it. 
“What is Faith?” by the eminent 
English Congregationalist, Principal 
Micklem, of Mansfield College, an- 
other. Of the popular but Unitarian 
view of Jesus Christ he says: 


““It may be set forth in a form 
hard to be distinguished from the 
Christian faith; but essentially it is 
not the Christian faith and is scarcely 
a pale reflection of it. I write with 
feeling here. I did not invent the 
Christian faith; I learnt it through 
the Bible and the Church. As a 
scholar I can define it objectively 
from the Bible and the Church’s 
creeds and confessions . . . I see 
clearly the difference between the 
hist@ric faith of the Church and this 
modern parody of it.” 











given us,” is another sentence in this pro- 
motional literature. It has not the temper 
of Scripture. “Men-and-Missions Sunday 
centers the thought of laymen upon the 
work of their own missionary boards.” It 
is then promotional and official. If the 
Boards were as loyal as they were in the 
last generation evangelical Christians would 
go along with these rallies. But there’s 
the rub. There has been a great departure 
of those interested in missions to indepen- 
dent missions. The machines thought they 
could swing missions into neo-Unitarianism 
as they have the schools and Seminaries. 
They were mistaken. 

Our hearts are with new beginnings such 








as the League of Evangelical Students. Its 
secretary reports visiting forty-four col- 
leges in the South recently. The League’s 
day is a day of small things, but of the real 
thing. 


Saints Who from Their Labor Rest.— 
The Rev. William H. Lax of Poplar (Lon- 
don) was one of the most influential, use- 
ful, and beloved ministers of modern Eng- 
land. His life was identified with the 
impoverished streets of this dockers’ quar- 
ter as minister, alderman, and mayor. In- 
deed as the Rev. Ensor Walters said at his 
funeral of “this amazing lover of the 
poor,” “Poplar was graven on his heart.” 
At his death every flag in East India Dock 
Road flew at half-mast and crowds lined 
the street as his body passed. In the 
church men and women wept unashamed. 
Mr. Lax’s father was a Methodist lay 
preacher, and it was William’s step-mother 
who, by laying aside sixpences and shillings, 
finally accumulated enough to give Wil- 
liam a theological training. 

Another great British Christian, who 
recently passed on, was Sir George B. 
Hunter, head of the great Tyneside ship- 
building firm that built the Mauretania, 
and more tecently the 50,ov0 ton floating 
dock for the naval base at Singapore. Sir 
George was President of the National Tem- 
perance Federation and otherwise active 
in the English temperance movement. One 
writes of him in the London Times: “He 
was a regular frequenter of the Keswick 
Convention. On one occasion when attend- 
ing it I saw him sitting beside another of 
Newcastle’s merchant princes. Both had 
their Bibles open before them and were 
drinking as children the sincere milk of 
the Word.” 

Mr. Hampei Nagao, a leading Christian 
layman of Tokyo, has just passed away. 
He was Chief of the Southern Division 
of the Imperial Government Railways, 
headof the Municipal Street Car System 
of. the capital, and Member of Parliament 
until he was forced out by the liquor in- 
terests of Japan who hated him for his 
temperance activities. Mr. Nagao was also 
one of the organizers of the Tokyo 
Women’s Christian College, trustee of the 
Tokyo Y. M. C. A., and a leader in the 
movezent which secured joint quarters for 
the Christian Literature Society and the 
American Bible Society. At his funeral 
the largest auditorium in Tokyo was filled 
to pay tribute to his Christian life and good 
works, men high in Japanese public life 
being the speakers. 


Mohammedans and the Second Coming. 
—Pastor Parrot tells in Le Christianisme 
of the general belief in the Lord’s second 


coming among Moslems whom ke lately 


met in Morocco. Missionaries told him 
that the Arabs constantly speak of the 
gravity of the times. “Things are on the 
point of changing. We know that the Lord 
is about to return. It is the last time.” 
Thinking that the Moslems might haye 
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said this to please missionary ears he 
sounded a Moslem in the Great Mosque 
in Algiers and was told: “Every day in 
all the mosques they preach that our Lord 
Jesus will appear some day and judge the 
world. Present-day events indicate that 
he will return soon.” 

An old marabout at the Kasha, recit- 
ing his beads, made the same answer when 
questioned: “The Lord Jesus is ‘about to 
return. He will reign, and all Arabia 
will believe on him and all Morocco.” 
Another added: “When he shall return 
he will be God. He will make the Mo- 
hammedans Christians. Aff leading Arabs 
know this, but they do not say it publicly 
before the people. We believe in the King- 
dom of Christ upon earth. He will reign 
a thousand years, and will make the Arabs 
Christians and righteous.” Then he added: 
“The hour is at hand, perhaps in five or 
ten years, perhaps in twenty-four hours; 
perhaps in five minutes.” 


The Jews and the Coming Messiah.— 
Israel is still looking for the first coming. 
Dr. Mary Stone of Shanghai, recently vis- 
iting the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
was shown by the professor in botany a 
vine-like plant called in Hebrew fzelaff. 
It is mentioned in the Talmud with the 
comment that when the Messiah is soon to 
come it will be found growing in Pales- 
tine. “It springs up in the night,” he said, 
“bears leaves, and then a bud in the fore- 
noon,—a full crimson flower blossoming 
at noon. In the afternoon a berry forms, 
and by night the fruit is full grown, as you 
see here. Today all over Palestine this 
plant is to be found. We know the Mes- 
siah is coming soon.” 

“Of course we quickly answered, ‘But 
we believe your Messiah came when Jesus 
Christ came.” The quiet reply was: ‘Yes, 
that is what you Christians say, but we 
believe he is yet to come and very soon.’ 

“Then he went on to tell of the prepara- 
tion for the erection of the Temple, parts 
of which, as he said, were even now being 
prepared. He believed that God would 
soon help them to secure the much de- 
sired Temple area, adding: ‘This is our 
land. Jehovah has given it to us. We 
must possess it, and we will.’” 


The New Bible House.—Every Chris- 
tian who enters New York should visit the 
new Bible House (Park Avenue at Fifty- 
seventh Street). The main hall on the 
ground floor is an inspiration with its 
frieze of historical cartoons and its majes- 
tic wall texts. The latter are like the 
tolling of deep belis: 

“The Lord gave the word: great was 
the company of those that published it.” 

“Verily I say unto you... heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away.” 

“Blessed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it.” 

The mural paintings represent the par- 
able of the sower; William Tyndale now 
printing Scripture, now bound at the stake, 
with faggots about him; square-rigged gal- 
leons from which Scriptures are being 
smuggled into England. Others picture 
colporteurs offering Scriptures, translators 
with typewriters in China, the Islamic 
lands, Africa. One that is coming later 
depicts that scene when an early Amer- 
ican Congress voted to import 20,000 Bibles 
from Scotland and Holland. 
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On a screen at one end of the hall is a 
list of o72 languages and dialects into 
which the Bible, in whole or part, has been 
printed. These make eighteen long col- 
umns. Sixteen and a half are subsequent 
to 1800. So modern is Bible diffusion! 
The year 1456 is given as the year of the 
first whole Bible in Latin, 1535 the first 
whole Bible in English, It was at the 
threshold of the Reformation. 

Above this incomparable fist of trans- 
lated tongues are the words of our Lord: 

“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations . . . lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” 


A Convention in Italy.—The Spezia 
Mission (Italy) is in these days being sub- 
jected to bitter clerical opposition, yet 
they hold on in prayer and are prospered. 
A convention for the inculcation of holi- 
ness was recently held by its young peo- 
ple. Many and varied were the difficulties. 
Fascism claims practically the whole time 
of an Italian citizen in school and work- 





The Return to 
the Gospel 


In The British Weekly Dr. Dodd 
describes Principal Micklem’s book 
as one more indication of the return 
to the Gospel. “Thirty years ago 
we were rejoicing in our emancipa- 
tion, were setting out, with a gay 
confidence in ‘the modern mind,’ to 
restate Christianity for ourselves.” 
These expectations have not been 
realized. ‘“Theundogmatic, humani- 
tarian, evolutionary Christianity of 
our time could not be found any- 
where in the New Testament, 
The current picture of the Jesus of 
history was not really historical. 
Behind and within the Gospels, 
forming their very kernel, was the 
Gospel, and the Gospel had the su- 
pernatural, eschatological, transcen- 
dental character which was expressed 
in the theology of the Fathers, in 
the Creeds, and in the Liturgy... . 
To deny the supernatural aspect 
of the Gospel is to alter the story 
fatally.” 

















shop, and fittle is left for personal plans. 
Italian Protestants are poor and unable 
to spend money in travel or to lose work- 
time in day meetings; the public author- 
ities are not friendly to public gatherings. 
The Spezia leaders, therefore, adopted 
Scripture precedent and “gave themselves 
continually to prayer.’ They were soon 
surprised and cheered at the cordiality 
with which the plan was received. Then 
they discovered that after Saturday noon 
they could get reduced fares available over 
Sunday if the return journey was begun 
before midnight. That would give Satur- 
day evening and Sunday for the conven- 
tion. 

It was a wonderful time. They came 
from Pistoja and Prato and Genoa and 
Milan and Turin and Leghorn and Civita- 
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vecchia and many other places, full of 
expectation, young men‘and women long- 
ing for a closer walk with God, a deeper 
knowledge of his Word, and with a craving 
for holiness. “And how we packed im 
the meetings to get the best of the little 
time at our disposal! From Saturday aft- 
ernoon till very fate Sunday night there 
were an incredible number of meetings, 
Some there came from circumstances of 
great difficulty, of fiery persecution. Some 
were priests and friars whom God had led 
by his own hand into knowledge of him- 
self. A Communion service on Sunday 
morning brought about the Lord’s Table 
a great company of believers. Many con- 
fessed that it was a revelation to them te 
find such joy and gladness without worldly 
entertainment. 

“They left tired out but intensely happy 
just before midnight on Sunday. Many 
could not reach their own towns till about 
eight o’clock on Monday. They had to be 
at work at nine. They thought to snatch 
some sleep in the train, but we heard after- 
ward that they were so overflowing with 
joy that sleep was impossible. So they 
sang God’s praises and testified to the great 
blessing received, through the long night 
hours of the journey.” 


In Memory of the Martyrs.—When John 
Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester, was burned 
in 1555 a royal pardon was spread before 
him at the stake to induce him to recant 
the things he had preached. He refused 
it. The faggots proved too green to burn 
well, and a high wind diverted the flames 
from the martyr. He cried in his agony, 
“Good people, give me more fire for 
Christ’s sake.” It'was for that other great 
martyr of the time, Bishop Ridley, that 
Miss Frances Ridley Havergal was named, 
and on the hundredth anniversary of her 
birth The English Churchman reprinted 
her tribute to him in her poem, “My 
Name.” It will be remembered that Rid- 
ley’s co-martyr, Latimer, said to him im 
the flames: “Be of good comfort, Master 
Ridley, and play the man. We shall this 
day by God’s grace light such a candle in 
England as I trust shall never be put out.” 


My Name 
In our dear England shineth yet 
The candle lit that day; 
Right clear and strong its flames arise, 
Undimmed, unchanged, towards the skies, 
By God’s good grace it never dies, 
A living torch for aye. 
’Tis said that while he calmly stood, 
And waited for the flame, 
He gave each trifle that he had 
True relic-treasure, dear and sad, 
To each who cared to claim. 
I was not near to ask a share 
But reverently forever wear 
That noble martyr’s name. 


Opium and the Gospel.—The testimony 
of a Chinese Christian, Wang by name, 
is given in World Dominion, “For twenty 
years I smoked opium, gambled, drank, 
and worshiped the King of Devils. The 
devil called opium ate away the food of 
my home as the wolves on the plains eat 
the dead bodies of the Mongolians. It 
stuck to my soul as paint to wood, and in 
vain I tried to clean myself. I became a 
skeleton and my heart ate great bitter-. 
ness.” Then he came in contact with © 
Christian preaching. “I returned home a 


new man and never since have I. touched 
opium, We burned our gods of paper and 
wood with all the incense and candles we 
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had. Since then we work as volunteer 
evangelists.” 

The government says that opium addicts 
must be cured or die. A Chinese pastor 
in a church near Chang Chow has opened 
his home to all these unfortunate folk who 
want to be cured, and that in a friendly 
atmosphere. Over seventy have already 
passed through his hands. They stay for 
two or three weeks, and he administers the 
regular cure and the Gospel. “I met and 
talked to one man who is typical of many. 
He was a while ago a confirmed opium 
smoker and also an enthusiastic idol wor- 
shiper. He is now cured of his opium and 
one of the keenest ‘hearers’ I have met.” 

“We have never seen anything like this 
before,” say the people of this pastor’s de- 
votion. 


Laborers in White Fields.— Pastor Ting 
Lei Mei was at one time called the Moody 
of China because of his devotion and suc- 
cessful evangelism. Now, as reported in the 
Times of March 27, he has passed on. Mr. 
Jaffray of the Dutch East Indies visited 
him on his death-bed. 

“His wife asked him, ‘Do you know who 
this is?? He smiled and said, ‘Of course 
I know,’ and reaching his thin, emaciated 
hand back of his pillow he produced the 
latest issue of our monthly, The Bible Mag- 
azine, and holding it up said: “Thank God, 
this is the best magazine for the spiritual 
nourishment of our Chinese Church.’ Then 
he remarked that in his early days he had 
the privilege of witnessing for Christ in 
the outer courts, as it were, calling many 
sinners to repentance. Later in his min- 
istry he had served in the Holy Place, in- 
structing Christians and leading many of 
them to full consecration and the fullness 
of the Spirit. ‘But now,’ he continued, ‘in 
the closing days of my life I am enjoying 
here on this bed of pain the most glorious 
ministry of all, I am serving day and night 
in the holiest place of all as an intercessory 
priest before the Lord.’ He produced two 
little books containing prayer lists, found 
the page where my name in Chinese was 
recorded, and with nine requests for the 
work in the Dutch East Indies. 

“This dear man of God has now entered 
into the glorious presence of the Lord.” 

In Missionary Gleanings Louis Montalvo 
says: “Our little hall is in Brooklyn, but 
the majority of the Porto Ricans live-in 
New York. This year we decided to start 
a work in the New York Spanish colony. 
Opposition on the part of both Communists 
and Nationalists is great. In my seven 
years’ experience of this work I never met 
such opposition to the Gospel. I have 
started a new work by mail. I take the 
address of every one who is anxious about 
his soul and send him a letter of explana- 
tion with tracts. I need much strength 
from the Lord. Since I was operated on, 
my spine is not so strong, and if I do any- 
thing for him it is only his grace that sus- 
tains me. 

“T have a little business now that occupies 
most of my time. It is good to shine for 
Jesus everywhere, and I am glad to say 
that he encourages me to talk to my cus- 


tomers whenever I see the opportunity. The 
other day a young man approached my fruit 
stand to get some bananas. I saw he tar- 
ried awhile, and felt I must speak to him 
about the way of salvation. He was a 
Porto Rican studying medicine in Wash- 
ington. A few days afterward I noticed 
him in my congregation. That night I 
went the extra mile with him, taking him 
home to sleep in my lodging and talking 
with him until three o’clock in the morn- 
ing. 

“I have just returned from Pennsyl- 
vania, having meetings in English at, Hat- 
boro. I have not been able to go to Lan- 
caster among the Mexicans, but I hope 
to very soon. Pray for that work.” 

Mr. Morrison of the American Presby- 
terian Mission on the Congo has an article 
in The Congo Mission News on one of 
his workers, a black named Tshisunga 
Daniel. “He carries a little notebook with 
him and jots down the name and village 
of his converts so that he can remember 
them in prayer. I asked him the other day 
if he had any record of the number who 
had accepted Jesus through his ministra- 
tions. ‘Well,’ he said, ‘I can count only 
this year.’ That number was 2,145, and he 
said others had promised to learn. In our 
native service here we were surprised to 
see two Portuguese traders attend one Sun- 
day morning. They have since become 
fairly regular attendants. I learned that 
Tshisunga had spoken to them of Christ. 
Tshisunga conducts women’s meetings at 
which he teaches the Christian women how 
to do personal work among other women.” 


A Forthright Judgment.—Mr. Di Do- 
menica, Italian Baptist pastor of Philadel- 
phia, tells American Christians that they 
have lost their backbone. They declare 
every religion good so long as it tries to 
unite man with the Invisible. They speak 
of the Roman Church as “a sister church.” 
If the Reformers had held such views no 
Reformation would have taken place. 

“What right did Cardinal Pacelli have 
to place his hand on our Liberty Bell? 
How many Protestants in America realize 
that Protestants in Italy are thrown in 
jails and sent to confint (“banishment”) in 
our days? I have just received a paper 
from Italy which states that in the City of 
Rome, recently, more than a hundred Prot- 
estants were arrested, some of whom were 
sent into banishment. Cardinal Pacelli’s 
hand defiled our Liberty Bell.” 


He Gave All for India.—The Congrega- 
tional minister Anthony Watson Brough 
went to India from Australia in 1894 and 
soon settled at Erode in South India, 
where a few handfuls of backward and dis- 
couraged Christians vegetated. Today 
there are, as a result of his work, 10,000 
Christians, and sometimes as many as a 
thousand baptisms a year. 


He was a man of property and able to’ 


live in comfort, not to say luxury, but 
everything he had went into Erode. A 
lovely little district hospital at Chennimalsi 
was planned, built, and paid for as a me- 
morial to his son, lost in the World War. 
Probably no one knows just how much 


.and wish instruction. 
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money of his own went to encourage the 
Indian church in building one of the loveli- 
est houses of God in India. He was deter- 
mined that his outcast fellow Christians 
should have one place where the sublimity 
and loveliness of the seen should suggest 
the glory of the unseen. 

“This tall, handsome, fastidious gentle- 
man,” writes the London Missionary Society 
Chronicle, “for forty years served with 
Christian chivalry, in utter singleness of 
heart, for the redemption of the dirty and 
down-trodden. They were in his mind to 
the very end. 

“When after months of illness and blind- 
ness in the last days in Britain his mind 
wandered, Tamil words fell from his lips, 
courteous greetings to village officers, and 
then the question, ‘Is there a school in this 
viliage?? He who in his day had planted 
hundreds of village schools was at his old 
work,” 


Brief Notes.—The adviser to the Grand 
Lama of Tibet is Gordon Enders, son of 
a Presbyterian missionary in India. He 
reports an extensive plan for the modern- 
ization of the country which is to be under- 
taken this year. . . . Ismale Negrin is a 
missionary of the Southern Baptists in 
Cuba. He preaches every Sunday over the 
radio from his city of Las Cruces and can- 
not keep up with the requests to visit those 
who have become interested in the message 
The radio reaches 
thousands who would fear to enter a Prot- 
estant church. . .. A Catholic priest visit- 
ing Cardenas, Cuba, on a vacation, was 
there converted and returned to Colombia 
where he went to work in a bank after 
abandoning the priesthood. He has already 
founded two churches. .. . Baptists in Uru- 
guay are influential out of proportion to 
their small number. Ricardo Alvarez, pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church, Monte- 
video, is called constantly to preach over 
the radio, and seven Baptist nurses in the 
city have a quite exceptional reputation for 
usefulness and ability in the Municipal 
Children’s Hospital, Maternity Hospital, 
and Cancer Institute. Hundreds of people 
have learned of the Gospel through Bap- 
tist tent meetings. .. Two Chinese 
worwen evangelists of great consecration, 
Alice Lan and Betty Hu, carried on last 
year remarkable meetings on the West Coast 
from Vancouver to San Diego. In addi- 
tion to visiting the Chinese in their homes 
and organizing Bible classes they held 358 
large public meetings. In San Mateo, 
Calif., a large Sunday school was organized 
and left in charge of a Negro pastor, ear- 
nest of heart, who had himself been blessed 
by the Chinese revival. This pastor, the 
Rev. Moses Bonaparte, has opened his 
church to the Chinese Bible school and is 
shepherding the Chinese flock. . . . The 
Dodecanese Islands,— Rhodes, Patmos, 
and ten others, control the route to Con- 
stantinople and the Black Sea as well as the 
shores of Asia Minor. They were seized 
in 1912 by the Italian Government and made 
a powerful naval and military base. Here, 
too, the Church of Rome is using the civil 
arm to enhance her membership. The 
Greek Orthodox, who constitute practically 
the whole population, are being forced to 
become Roman Catholics, according to the 
ergan of the Dodecanesian League of 
America. Greek churches whose members 
refuse to accept the Papacy are being 
closed. 
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A False Truce Between 
Evolution and Christianity 
(Continued from page 331) 


as I can that the credentials of Jesus are 
found wholly in his teachings and in his 
character as recorded by his teachings, 
and not at all in any real or alleged his- 
torical events.” 

Paul said that if the resurrection was not 
an actual historical event, if Christ be not 
risen, then our faith is vain. Dr. Millikan 
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says that his “own faith in essential Chris- 
tianity would not be diminished one -iota 
if it should in some way be discovered 
that no such individual as Jesus ever ex- 
isted.” 

Is it not plain that Dr. Millikan’s type 
of “essential Christianity” is essentially and 
irreconcilably in conflict with Paul’s? In 
endeavoring to “reconcile” religion with 
evolutionary science, Dr. Millikan has 
given us a kind of religion that is itself 
in deadly conflict with true Christianity. 

San Dreco, Catir. 








Mother's Day in a 


How it became the happiest day in 
the fives of ten people 








Country Schoolhouse 
By Marie Garberson 














up at the clearing skies and won- 

dered how deep the snowdrifts were 
at the bend of the road. It was Mother’s 
Day, and for weeks the little rural Sun- 
day school had been planning for a special 
service with a minister from the city. The 
fact that the minister was the teacher’s 
father rather added to the general interest 
and anticipation. 

Then came the late spring blizzard with 
severity sufficient to prevent the regular 
school sessions on Friday. Wind rose to 
drift the piling snow, and roads became 
practically impassable. 

“Were the members of the struggling 
little Sunday school to be so disappointed? 
Was it in vain that she had dreamed of 
this day as a harvest time near the close 
of the school term?” 

So mused the teacher as she looked out 
the farmhouse windows. To the south 
Pike’s Peak rose majestic and tranquil in 
its mantle of white. 

Three sharp rings of the telephone inter- 
rupted her wonderings. 

The voice of her father speaking from 
the schoolhouse announced cheerily, “We’re 
going to have a service here this afternoon.” 
Playfully he added, “Would you fike to 
come over?” 

Four automobiles had floundered success- 
fully through the snow to bring the 
preacher and a group of Christian friends 
to the promised service. 

A few minutes of hurried preparation 
and the farm family was off across the 
field. The baby cooed in her basket, a 
milk can of hot cocoa rocked a bit in the 
car, and the snow swished from beneath 
the plunging wheels. The visitors were 
found eating picnic lunches on the old desks 
which bore the carved initials of former 
pupils who were now sending their own 
girls and boys to sit behind the same desks. 
The hot cocoa provided by a thoughtful 
little farm-wife was a welcome supple- 
ment to the cold funches. A few more 
neighbors dropped in as lunch things were 
being hastily cleared away, and the service 
began. 

Solos and duets by the visiting church 
folk to the accompaniment of the wheezy 
little organ were indeed a treat, 

“Bought with a Price” was the subject 
of the sermon which followed. Earnestly 
the preacher talked of the tremendous price 
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of the blood of Jesus Christ shed for the 
remission of sin. 

“Life,” he pointed out, “is purchased with 
blood, not gold. The precious blood of the 
Lord Jesus upon Calvary’s cross was the 
amazing purchase price of our salvation. 
And why should God pay such a price? 
Why did he wish to buy us at all? He de- 
sired that we should be free—free from 
sin, free from the bondage of this world 
and its cares, free to have fellowship with 
God up in the open, unclouded ‘skies’ of the 
soul, He bought us that he might liberate 
us. True freedom is found in him alone.” 

At the close of the message the pastor 
turned to the visiting group from his own 
congregation and asked simply, “Will those 
who have accepted Christ within the past 
year please come and stand up here?” 

A woman and her son together with a 
young man took their stand at the front 
of the room beside their pastor. Almost 
immediately two men came from the other 
side of the room to the front. 
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‘Memorial Day ........ May 28-31 
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June 19-27 
July Fourth ............ July 2-5 
Ministers .............. July 6-9 
RET Pee or July 10-18 
Young People ... . July 24 to Aug. 1 
ee. a rrere Aug. 7-15 
Young People ........ Aug. 21-29 
Labor Day ............ Sept. 3-6 


An attractive folder, showing beauti- 
ful photographs of Keswick and giving 
full information as to speakers, accom- 
ars registration, rates, and direc- 
tions for Gyr Ryn Dd by train or 
automobile, will sent request. 
Communications should be i > to 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 506-509 

* Commonwealth Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 
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“Have you accepted Christ within the 
past year?” asked the preacher. 

“No,” replied the first, a tall, fine-look- 
ing young farmer, “I do so now.” 

His friend also expressed a desire to 
take his first public stand for the Lord 
that afternoon. The sweet girl wife of the 
young farmer came and stood by his side 
with her baby daughter in her arms. Thus 
she celebrated her first Mother’s Day by 
giving her heart to the dear Saviour who 
long ago bade the Galilean mothers bring 
their little ones to him. A talented young 
girl nearing her eighth-grade graduation 
came to profess her faith in her Redeemer, 

None of this had the teacher seen, for 
the accumulated burden and concern of 
months past demanded only that she plead 
in silent prayer for “her” people. When 
she looked up, it seemed to her that 
Heaven’s glory filled the old schoolhouse 
to its capacity. God had heard. His 
blessed Holy Spirit was working, conquer- 
ing, blessing. It was indeed harvest time. 

But still there were souls hesitating. She 
slipped across the room to speak quietly 
to her other eighth-grade girl. In the 
meanwhile, two Christian girls from the 
visiting group, without a glance at cach 
other, moved simultaneously across the 
room, drawn by God-inspired impulse, to the 
sides of two young girls from the country 
neighborhood. A few sympathetic words 
spoken in season, and all three girls went 
forward. 

Before the blessed service closed, the 
mother of fine children stood with her five 
fine daughters, ranging in age from eight 
to twenty, to acknowledge acceptance of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In all, ten precious 
souls made Mother’s Day afternoon the 
decision day in their lives. 

A sixth-grade boy left the meeting 
abruptly, saying something about chores 
he had to do. Trembling under’ conviction 
he bolted from the room, and watchful 
Christian hearts were grieved, fearing that 
the boy was missing his opportunity to 
answer the call of God. Three days later, 
however, the teacher found herself alone 
in the schoolroom before school time with 
this sixth-grade boy. 

“If it had not been for the chores, would 
you have gone forward fast Sunday ? ig he 
finally asked. 

He nodded assent. Still the siinitate 
wished to be more Certain. 

“You do not need a preacher and a church 
service in order to give your heart to 
Jesus,” she explained. “You can do it in 
any place or at any time, for God hears 
whenever we pray to him.. Do you really 
want to give your heart to Jesus right 
now and live for him always?” 

Earnestly the child replied that he did 
and bowed his head for a brief prayer. The 
report of his decision later rejoiced the 
hearts of those Christian folk who had 
made possible that afternoon service in the 
country schoolhouse. 

While those visitors were digging them- 
selves out of a treacherous snowdrift in 
a curve of the winding road on the home- 
ward journey, the young farmer with his 
little family, his friend, and the teacher 
drew up to the farmhouse gate. He opened 
the car door, then hesitated, smiling. 

“Well, we got saved,” he said, “praise 
the Lord.” 

Denver, Co vo. 
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LESSON 8. MAY 23. THE WEAKNESS OF ESAU 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 25 :19-34; 26:34, 35; 27:1-46; printed text, Genesis 25:27-34; 27:41-45 
Golden Text.—Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.—1 Cor. 9:25 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Genesis 25 : 27-34; 27 : 41-45 
Kinc James VERSION 

Gen. 25: 27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, 
a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 

28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but 
Rebekah loved Jacob. 

29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and 
he was faint: 

o And Esau said to jared, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same 
red pottage ; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. 

31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what 
profit shall this birthright do to me? 

33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto 
him: and he sold his birthright unto B eens 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he 
did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised 
his birthright. 

27:41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother 
acob. 
J 42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, 
Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comiort himself, 
purposing to kill thee. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Gen. 25: 27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a skilful hunter, 
a man of the field; and Jacob was a * quiet man, dwelling in tents. 
28 Now Isaac loved Esau, because*he did eat of his venison: and 
Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 And Jacob boiled pottage: and Esau came 
in from the field, and he was faint: 30 and Esau said to Jacob, 
Feed me, I pray thee, with *that same red pottage; for I am faint: 
therefore was his name called *Edom. 31 And Jacob said, Sell me 
*first thy birthright. 32 And Esau said, Behold, I am about to 
die: and what profit shall the birthright do to me? 33 And Jacob 
said, Swear to me ‘ first; and he sware unto him: and he sold his 
birthright unto Jacob. 34 And Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage 
of lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his 
way: so Esau despised his birthright. 

27:41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother 
Jacob. 42.And the words of Esau her elder son were told to 
Rebekah; and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and. said 
unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth com- 


fort himself, purposing to kill thee. 43 Now therefore, my son, © 


obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 
44 and tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s fury turn 
away; 45 until thy brother’s anger turn away from thee, and he 
forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and 
fetch thee from thence: why should I be bereaved of you both in 


May 8, 1937. 





43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou 


to Laban my brother to Haran; 


44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s fury turn 


away ; 


45 Until thy brother’s anger turn away from thee, and he forget 
that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee 
from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day? 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


66 BRAHAM, Isaac, and Esau.” 
A Somehow that does not sound 
right. What is the matter with 
it? They are the names of father, son, 
and grandson, and we are studying them 
in three consecutive lessons. It was, of 
course, God’s ordering that the names 
should read: “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 
But Esau himself voted Esau out of that 
company. He was the man who paid the 
highest price ever paid for a meal. For 
“one morsel of meat” he sold his birth- 
right (Heb. 12:16). But the lesson is 
not concerning one fatal, weak moment in 
Esau’s life. It is concerning the weakness 
of Esau. His life is written for our learn- 
ing that we may flee from the choices of 
Esau, and the manner of life of Esau. 


The Historical Setting 


When Isaac was digging his wells, Esau 
may have been about thirty years of age 
(Gen. 26:34). The selling of the birth- 
right came several years earlier. Jacob 
was seventy-seven years old when he left 
the old home to go to Haran. The incident 
of the stolen blessing came just before this, 
and the date may be placed at 1759 B. C. 
Verse by Verse 

Genesis 25: 27.—And the boys grew. Did 
any twins, growing up in the same home, 
develop into. such, contrasting characters 
as Jacob and Esau? Esau was a cunning 

hunter, a man of the field. Esau means 


one day? 
1Or, harmless. 
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“hairy,” from the idea of “feeling rough” 
(Gen. 25:25). Esau did not merely hunt 
as a pastime, but spent his whole time in 
the free, outdoor life which suited his wild, 
unsettled spirit. Jacob was a plain man, 
dwelling in tents. Jacob means “sup- 
planter” (25:26). The word plain may 
mean quiet or blameless, but it also means 
“perfect,” as in Psalm 37:37, and 64: 4. 
Jacob was upright in his attitude toward 
God, in contrast to Esau. 


Verse 28.—Isaac loved Esau. He had 
a natural fondness for his older son. We 
are not to think that he did. not love Ja- 
cob also. Because he did eat of his veni- 
son. We need not judge that Jacob’s af- 
fections were controlled altogether by his 
enjoyment of good food, but it is a frank 
statement of how the old father was influ- 
enced by his son’s provision of his favorite 
dish. But Rebekah loved Jacob. Apart 
from being drawn more naturally to the 
home-loving boy, who gave more attention 
to his mother, Rebekah doubtless had 
spiritual insight, and knew something of 
the significance of the prophecy concerning 
Jacob (v. 23). 

Verse 29.—And Jacob sod _ pottage. 
Seethed or boiled lentils (v. 34), a very 
savory dish. 


Verse 30.—Feed me, I pray thee, with 
the same red pottage. He was faint and 
exhausted from his day’s hunting, and cried 
out in great excitement: “Let me swal- 
low that red, that red there.” Called Edom. 
(Gen. 36: 1, 8, 9, 19.) 

Verse 31.—Sell me this day thy birth- 
right. The first recorded words of Jacob 
seem to be the expression of pent-up long- 


Heb., perfect. *Heb., the red pottage, this 


red pottage. *That is, Red. ‘*Heb., to-day. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


ings of years. He and his mother had 
doubtless talked of the birthright (v. 23), 
which carried with it the priesthood, exer- 
cised by the head of the family, probably 
“the double portion” of the father’s inheri- 
tance, but chiefly the inheritance of the 
covenant promises, the possession of Canaan 
and the blessing of all the earth. Yet it 
is significant that the line of Messiah was 
not reckoned according to the birthright 
(1 Chron. 5:1, 2). 


Verse 32.—Behold, I am at the point to 
die. This exaggerated statement sounds 
very modern. What profit shall this birth- 
right do to me? He was arguing with 
himself, seeking to justify this despising of 
the birthright, which he never valued. 


Verse 33.—Swear to me this day. Ja- 
cob would not trust Esau’s impulsive words, 
but the oath was a solemn, binding bar- 
gain. And he sold his birthright unto 
Jacob. The narrative gives the impres- 
sion that the birthright could be sold. In 
any case, Esau’s choice indicated his unfit- 
ness to carry out the Messianic proph- 
ecies, thus confirming on the human side the 
wisdom of God’s sovereign choice of Jacob. 


Genesis 27: 41—Esau hated Jacob be- 
cause of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him. Esau did not hold resentment 
over the sale of the despised birthright, but 
he desired to inherit the blessing (Heb. 12: 
16, 17). The days of mourning for my 
father are at hand. Isaac evidently thought 
that his end was near (27:1, 2), but he 
lived forty-three years longer (35: 27-20). 
Then will I slay my brother Jacob. Fol- 
lowing the example of Cain (cf. 37: 4). 


Verse 44.—Tarry with him a few days. 
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The few days lengthened into twenty years, 
and it does not appear that Rebekah ever 
saw her beloved son again. 


Verse 45.—Until thy brother’s anger turn 
away from thee, and he forget. Rebekah 
knew Esau. One of his natural character- 
istics was not to hold resentment, even 
though he might for the moment have great 
anger. Then I will send, and fetch thee 
from thence. Rebekah evidently did not 
send; in this case, Esau’s anger persisted. 


Verse 46.—Rebekah said to Isaac... 
if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of 
Heth . .. what good shall my life do me? 
It was quite right for Rebekah to be con- 
cerned that Jacob should not make the 
mistake that Esau made (26: 34, 35). But 
how. different is her attitude from that of 
Abraham seeking a wife for Isaac. If she 


- expected him to be there only a few days, 


her primary purpose was not this thing she 
said to Isaac. Yet, in God’s plan, the 
deeper, spiritual purpose prevailed. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


As the children of Adam divided, Abel 
on the one side and Cain on the other, so 
the children of Isaac divided, Jacob on one 
side and Esau on the other. The same 
principle divides men today. The whole 
human race is divided between Jacobs and 
Esaus. The world loves Esau. He was a 
strong, brave man of the field, generous, 
good-natured, living for the present, not 
bothered with the restraints of piety. Esau 
was not condemned as an immoral man, 
or a dishonest man. Yet he is an outstand- 
ing example of the men whom the Bible 
denounces in amazing terms. They are 
“enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end 
is destruction, whose God is their belly” 
(Phil. 3:18, 19). Who are these men of 
whom Paul speaks? They are men “who 
mind earthly things.’ They are the Esaus 
of this world. 

In ten striking words the New Testa- 
ment sums up Esau’s character: “Esau, 
who for one morsel of meat sold his birth- 
right” (Heb. 12:16). Esau despised the 
birthright because he was a child of this 
age, living for the things of the world. 
After he sold his birthright, he desired 
to inherit the blessing, and wept with great 
bitterness when he lost it. But one who 
despises the birthright cannot inherit the 
blessing. What are we doing with our 
birthright? Every man who is living for 
the things of this present life is an Esau. 
Jacob had his sins as a believer. But the 
believer must take heed not to walk in any 
degree as Esau walked. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Twin BrorHers DIvipe 

1. The struggle and the prophecy of their 
birth (Gen. 25: 19-26). 

2. Bargaining for the birthright: valued 
and despised (25: 27-34). 

3. Esau’s heathen. marriages (26: 34, 35). 

4. The stolen blessing and the bitter 
censequences (27: 1-46). 

Esau THE “PROFANE” 


1. Lust versus self-control: giving way 
to immediate desires. 


2. Sight versus faith: living for things 
that are seen (2 Cor. 4: 18). 
3. Self versus others: seeking selfish 


earthly blessing rather than being a bless- 
ing. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


8 May 23.—The Weakness of Esau. 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26 : 34, 35; 27 : 1-46 
9. May 30.—The Remaking of Jacob. 
Genesis 28:1 to 33:20 
10 June 6.—Joseph’s Readiness for Serv- 
16 Ci. sanese Genesis, Chapters 37, 39 to 41 
11. June 13.—The Brotherly Love of Judah. 
Genesis 42:1 to 45:15 
12. June 20.—Joseph’s Kindness to his Kin- 
Greed shiv Gece Genesis 45:16 to 50: 26 
13. June 27.—Messages from Genesis. 
John 1:1-5; Luke 17: 26-32; Gala- 
tians 3:6-8; Hebrews 11 : 1-22; 
2 Peter 2: 4-10 
Third Quarter 
1. July 4.—God Hears a People’s Cry. 
Exodus 1: 1-22; 2 : 23-25 
2. July 11.—God Provides a Leader. 
Exodus 2: 1-223 3: 1-12 
3. July 18.—God ‘Encourages a Leader. 
Exodus 3:13 to 6:1 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Threefold Message. 1. God's per- 
sonal dealing. Notice how personally in- 
terested God is in each individual. Al- 
though Esau is not to be in the chosen line, 
God is seeking to have him make the most 
of his life. 2. Place in God’s plan of re- 
demption. In the carrying out of God’s 
plan to bring Messiah into the world, Jacob 
the man of faith, is chosen to be the builder 
of the tribes of Israel. 3. Types and fore- 
shadowings of spiritual truths, Esau is an 
example of men who walk after the flesh, 
not looking at the unseen, spiritual real- 
ities. Jacob is an example of a believer 
who is seeking God’s eternal riches, but 
is still walking after the flesh in his human 
scheming to secure the blessing, and in his 
partially carnal view of what those spir- 
itual blessings mean. Jacob’s character 
will come out clearly in next week’s lesson. 


God’s Sovereignty. The best way to 
study the relation between God’s sover- 
eignty and man’s freedom is to study these 
revealing Bible narratives of actual life. 
God sees the end from the beginning. He 
chose Jacob before Jacob and Esau were 
born. Yet every human fact fits perfectly 
with God’s decree. The boys developed 
and were responsible for all their own 
choices. We can now see that Jacob was 
suited for the work, and that Esau would 
have been a broken reed in carrying out 
God’s plan. See Lesson Questions. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we accepted our birthright or de- 
spised it? Press home upon your pupils, 
however young they may be, that each of 
them is doing a far worse thing than Esau 
did if he or she does not take Christ as his 
own personal Saviour. 


What do we put first: God, or our belly? 
Before we condemn Esau, let us search our 
hearts to see whether we put first things 
first. Our birthright is our heavenly in- 
heritance in Christ. Does this mean more 
to us than all earthly gain? If not, we are 
like Esau (Col. 3:1, 2). 

Parents, beware of making favorites of 
any of the children. What havoc this 
wrought in the family of Isaac! . Then what 
havoc it wrought in Jacob’s own family! 


Whatsoever we sow, we. shall reap. Con- 
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sider the retribution that came to Jacob, 
and to Rebekah, for’ their false dealing. 


Never do evil to gain good ends. We are 
called to do the things that we know to 
be right, regardless of what we think the 
consequence will be. God did not need Re- 
bekah or Jacob to help him, by trickery, 
carry out his purposes. 

Make choice not according to the ‘things 
that are seen, but according to the unseen 
spiritual realities (2 Cor. 4: 18). 

Exercise self-control in all things (1 Cor. 
9:25). The way to do that is to have 
a Christ-centered life. Let us choose not 
according to the present, temporary call of 
our desires, 

Lie not one to another. 
justifiable. 


A lie is never 
Satan is the father of lies.. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Esau blamed Jacob for all his woes; but 
Jacob was only the occasion; Esau was the 
cause, 


Things that are precious in the sight of 
God are despised by men; God’s most pre- 
cious Gift was “despised and rejected of 
men.” 


Men today who despise their spiritual 
birthright are like Esau in their eager de- 
sire to enjoy the blessings of God. 


The prophecy of God was not responsible 
for Esau’s carnal life, nor was it respon- 
sible for Jacob’s trickery in stealing the 
birthright and the blessing. 


Spiritual blessing cannot be separated 
from spiritual birthright; if we would in- 
herit the blessing, we must enter into the 
birthright; to be filled with the Spirit, we 
must first be born of the Spirit. 


Isaac paid a high price for his beloved 
venison. 


All the wealth of the world is not a big 
enough prize to gain for a single departure 
from righteousness: it never pays to do 
wrong in any degree, 


God’s blessing cannot, of course, be 
stolen; Isaac could not have given Jacob’s 
blessing to Esau. 


Corumsria, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HE writer of Hebrews called Esau a. 
“profane person” (Heb. 12:16). Does 
this mean that he used profanity ? 

2. Did the prophecy concerning Esau and 
Jacob make necessary the failures of Esau? 
Would it be possible for him to be saved, 
after that prophecy ? 

3. What is the meaning of the expression 

“Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated’? 
(Rom. 9:13; Mal. 1:2, 3.) 

4. Suppose Rebekah and Jacob had not con- 
spired to steal the blessing. Would Isaac 
have blessed Esau, and thus changed God’s 
plan? 

5. How old was Isaac when he died? 

6. Why did Isaac think that he was goin 
to die so many years before his actual end 

7. Why do people, even eh a so often 
admire Esau and criticize Jacob? 

8. What other character in the Old Testa- 
ment is like Esau in several respects? Can 


you — a number of parallels in their 
lives 


9. Can you mention two bad bargains de- 
scribed in the lesson story? 


to, Is there any evidence that Esau was 
saved? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions aré given 
on page 341 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send iflustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means d rations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be availa 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to fllustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Lodestar of the Soul.—Sell me 
... thy birthright (Gen. 25:31). You have 
often seen the compass that was jostled 
return immediately to its proper pole as 
scon as at rest. You have many daily 
distractions. For the time being they will 
crowd out Heaven. But if Christ is your 
pivot, the moment you are released the 
mind will fly upward to himself.—From 
God’s Revivalist. Sent by Mac C. Wells, 
Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


Satisfied With Trifles.—And he sold his 
birthright unto Jacob (v. 33). I met a 
woman the other day who had just returned 
from a shopping expedition. “You know,” 
she said, “I started out for Blanks” (nam- 
ing one of America’s most exclusive 
stores), “but I never got farther than the 
five. and ten.” Whereupon, she plumped 
onto the table her armload of five-and-ten- 
cent purchases. A lot of us, in the undis- 
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illusioned days of our youth, start out for 
Blanks. But we, like this shopper, end up 
at the five and ten. We come home with 
our arms loaded, But there’s nothing in 
the whole assortment worth more than ten 
cents. And the difference between life 
and shopping is that, even in a depression, 
we could go on and do our shopping at 
Blanks if we really wanted to—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mac C. Wells, 
Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


A Modern Birthright Spurned.—He 
sold his birthright (v. 33). The term 
“birthright” in the Bible indicates certain 
rights and possessions belonging to the 
firstborn among the Hebrews. By virtue 
of priority he was entitled to exercise 
priestly functions; and if his father was a 
king, the firstborn was regarded as his 
successor to the throne. Probably the 
classic illustration in all time of a man re- 
nouncing his birthright is contained in the 
following “Instrument of Abdication”: 
“I, Edward VIII of Great Britain, Ire- 
land, the British Dominions beyond the 
seas, King, Emperor of India, do hereby 
declare my irrevocable determination to re- 
nounce the Throne for myself and my de- 
scendants. My desire is that effect should 
be given to this instrument of abdication 
immediately. 

“In token thereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of December, 1936, 
in the presence of the witnesses whose sig- 
natures are subscribed. 

“EDWARD R. I.” 
—Sent by the Rev. Thomas Todd Edwards, 
Fleischmanns, N. Y.° 
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Despising Our Father’s Bounty.—7 hus 
Esau despised his birthright (v. 34). 
Father was a Jersey farmer who fell into 
the manufacturing business out here in 
Chester County, Pa. So he always had a 
barrel of apples in the cellar, a basket of 
cantaloupes, three or four watermelons, 
and a pile of Granny Fenton clams, etc., in 
the good old New Jersey style. He en- 
couraged us boys to eat lots of fruit. All 
we_ had to do was to go down cellar and 
help ourselves. It was so easy we didn’t 
go. We went to Dick Strode’s orchard, 
shinned over the fence, and grabbed any- 
thing we could reach. We kept an expec- 
tant eye on certain melon patches, So to 
many peorie I think the Christian life is 
like our old home cellar. It is neglected, 
and they go grab the poor wormy apples 
and half ripe melons.—F rom William Ridg- 
way, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
N.Y. 


When God Takes Us at Our Word.— 
Thus Esau despised his birthright (v. 34). 
God invites you to the greatest happiness 
that can come to man in this world, and 
you say, “Excuse me.” He invites you to 
a life of the noblest service a man can 
live, and you say, “Excuse me.” He in- 
vites you to a happy reunion with the loved 
ones whose faces faded away in the chill 
gloom of the grave, and you say, “Excuse 
me,” and yet he has borne with you in 
patience and in love. Sometime God will 
take you at your word, and say, “You are 
excused,” and shut you, forever, from his 
mercy and his pardon—From W. F. Bie- 
derwolf. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng.; and L. G. James, Toronto, 
Ont., Can, 


Envy’s Double Action.—And Esau 
hated Jacob because of the blessing where- 
with his father blessed him (Gen. 27: 41). 
The story is told of a native Indian farmer 
who had a beautiful stream of water run- 
ning through his rice fields, and whose 
land was blessed with abundant crops. But 
observing one day that his neighbor, who 
lived a little below him, was being blessed 
too, he dammed back the water, with the 
result that neither had any crops !—From 
Missionary Review. Sent by Lewis Keast, 
Ishpeming, Mich. 


Why They Didn’t Drink.—Every man 
that striveth f-7 the mastery is temperate 

é (Golden Text). Mr. William P. 
Worth told me of the meetings Judge Gary 
of the U. S. Steel Company used to have 
at the old Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New 
York. Ali the foremost steel makers used 
to gather there around a great table. Here 
they would civide up among themselves 
the steel tonnage of the country. Each 
steel mill executive was “on his toes” to 
get all he could for his own mill. Said 
my friend Worth: “On the four corners 
of the great round table were decanters 
of the best lieuors the cellars of the great 
hotel could supply, but in all those meet- 
ings I never saw a single man take a 
drink.” “Why was that?” I asked. “They 
didn’t dare to,” was the significant reply. 
In a group of keen men Iike that a man 
had to have all his wits sharpened and at 
their best—lI'rom “The Busy .Men’s Cor- 
ner,” in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Miss B. Steinmann, Wellesley, Ont. 
Prize ilustration. 
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Lesson for May 23 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
Stand amazed at our own foolish standards of 
We pray that thou wilt give us new 
insight into thy Word that we may the more 
receive its deep truths, so that they may be 
applied to our daily lives. Guard us from im- 
pulsive, unwise action, and help us to act, not 
in self-interest, but with due recognition of thy 
purposes for us in the finer things of this life 
in the inward man. Keep us, we pray thee, 
from actions that lead on to hatred, and may 
we look up to thee for- guidance in our rela- 
tions with others and in subduing the desires 
: of the flesh. We ask this in the name of our 
Lerd Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When Mr. Moody 
was trying to show how unsafe feeling is 
as a guide, he used to say that one man in 
the Bible was fooled by feeling. Isaac was 
that man, and when he felt what he thought 
were the hands of Esau, he was deceived, 
because they were the covered hands of 
Jacob to make them seem like Esau’s. And 
‘Esau was fooled by his own hunger into 
‘thinking nothing of his birthright and its 
importance, which he was so willing to ex- 
change for a little something to eat. You 
‘notice how the feeling between the two 
brothers increased, so that one was a mur- 
‘derer at heart. What a picture of storm 
and tempest in the life of man! ‘You never 
can tell how far a wrong decision will go, 
“and how full of distress the wrong agree- 
ment is sure to be in the end. Shall we 
ask God during this week to keep us from 
selfish, foolish, wicked actions, guarding 
us at every step of the way from any turn- 
ing aside? Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Partiality.—IJsaac loved Esau .. .. but 
Rebekah loved Jacob (Gen. 25:28). And 
there you are, all set for family “fun” and 
“fireworks,” and of course we have a little 
record of one of the “set pieces,” so to 
speak. But others will write of the dan- 
gers of family favorites, I expect. 

Esau, while a man of woods and fields, 
gun and rod, was also an easy-going lad 
like his father. That was why his birth- 
right did not weigh heavy with him. Esau, 
like Isaac, would have done no protesting 
or fighting for wells — didn’t even hold spite 
against Jacob for long. 

While Esau was a chip off the paternal 
block, Jacob was two chips, and then some, 
off the maternal block. If Rebekah could 
put one over on biind Isaac, Jacob could 
put it over on smart, wide-awake, open- 
eyed Uncle Laban for a whole drove of 
his best cattle. 

You hear and read much about folks 
being attracted by and loving opposites. 
“Complements to each other.” Tall at- 
tracts short. Fast to slow. High temper 
to henpeck. Spender to saver. Talker to 
reserve. Noisy to quiet. Well, it is one 
of the many “generally supposed” things 
that are not so. 


These are exceptions that 


. the community says, 





Receive 
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attract attention. 
Musicians usually 
so on. -Our Bible run BEN, MA 

Speaking of partiality in the family, 
there are differénces in children. Some 
are loving and obedient, while others are . 
— well, you know! Does God show parti- 
ality to those who love and obey him as 
against those who break all his command- 
ments, and only name him for profanity 
purposes? 

There is always a light in the window 
for the prodigal, but the same Book tells 
us where those arrive who forget God 
(Psa. 9:17). There was also a man named 
Lazarus and a certain rich man. God 
seems to have been partial to the beggar 
Lazarus (Luke 16: 20-25). But the great 
fact remains Dives can always come home 
to the Father, in this life, and there will 
be the calf and the ring and the robe. 


Saving the Birthright.—Jacob said, Sell 
me... thy birthright. And Esau said, 
. What profit shall this birthright do 
to me? (vs. 31, 32.) As I have told many 
times, I have a younger brother with me 
in business who made a very true saying 
one day. I was considering a course of 
action. Said he, “Bill, there is only one 
thing better than having a good thing.” 
“And what’s that?” -“Knowing when ya 
have it,” he replied significantly. - 

Esau, in the custom of patriarchal times, 
had a mighty good thing, something like 
the firstborn in English nobility, but he 
did not know he had it. There are many 
folks who have a noble birthright in a 
line of splendid Christian forbears, but they 
have despised this to such an extent that 
“This later genera- 
tion of the Joneses is a worthless lot and 
not worth kicking out of the road.” I 
tried to rescue one such lately. “Come, 
get out of the drinking, gambling, sporting 
bunch; they are not your kind.” “Certain 
lewd fellows of the baser sort,” as Luke 
calls the roughnecks (Acts 17:5). 

Said the Big Business man, who played 
golf all day Sunday, served fish-house 
punch to the young folks at his parties, 
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AGRERATIONAL A BRAT tern stuff to the older men and 


en, and took a hand at the card tables, 
“T danced all over the graves of my godly 
father -afd mother with my Sabbathbreak- 
ing. I served liquor at my parties that 
might start young folks toward the gutter 
and asylum. Yet all the advances and pro- 
motions I have had in life to put me in the 
high position I hold today, in every case, 
came at the hands of a Christian man who 
was in the same class as my Christian 
father.” 

He had been failing to value the family 
birthright. But Billy Sunday came to his 
city and curiosity had gotten him into a 
meeting. Billy’s style of aggressive evan- 
gelism first made him mad, and then woke 
him up, and he “struck the sawdust trail.” 
He made the above confession to a friend 
of mine who was looking after the cam- 
paign. Today that man is a power for 
God in the church he joined and in his city. 
He didn’t let his birthright get away from 
him. The “Billy Sundays” of wooden barn 
evangelism have done many another birth- 
right saving. 


“Thus-ers.”—Thus Esau despised birth- 
right (v. 34). There died. in England 
awhile ago a great evangelistic preacher 
in the person of the Rev. A. Hay Aitkin, 
D.D. He was a missionary of the Church 
of England. He was brought to Coates- 
ville by the late Bishop Garland of Phila- 
delphia when rector of the Coatesville 
Episcopal Church. 

Here -he preached the greatest sermon 
on this text to which I have ever listened. 
The church was packed to the doors with 
men. He handled the text backward. 
“Birthright despised Esau thus.” (The 
“his” in your Bible is in italics, which 
means it is not in the original but is sup- 
plied.) 

The Rey. Aitkin was long, lean, and 
ascetic, with a great white flowing beard. 
I can see him now, as, like Moses or some 
great prophet, he leaned away over the 
high pulpit box holding out in his left 
hand an imaginary pair of scales as he 
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talked on the “Thus” to which he had skill- 
fully and eloquently led us. ‘ 

In one scale pan with his right hand he 
piled all the things men hold dear, as the 
birthright of Heaven and home, character, 
friends, business, home, position, fame, chil- 
dren, health, and the like. After we watched 
him with riveted attention piling on all the 
fine things of life, describing their beauty 
and value, he cried, “Now watch what men 
place in the other pan of the scales, which 
outweighs all these. The tingling of a 
nerve!” 

It was the most effective address we men 
had ever listened to. One of the noted min- 
isters of the country was in town that day 
and at the meeting with me. As we came 
out he said, “Will, that is preaching! Say, 
do you know, those English preachers seem 
to know how to put it across!” 

Thousands of young men are plugged or 
going down simple because they are “Thus” 
men. The American Magazine every month 
gives the history of men and women who 
make good against odds. None are “Thus- 
ers.” In real life the orange peel, clove, 
or listerine breath is many an “Esau’s” 
birthright getter, and “Jacob” with all his 
faults comes to the head. The “old man” 
is rarely an “old fool.” 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Birthright Despised. 

Discussion: Let the fellows name what in 
their judgment are the messes of pottage 
that might menace their birthrights today. 

Objective: “Not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision.” 











AY, fellows, “Thus Esau despised his 

birthright.” Because he was hungry, 
Esau gave up something that was priceless, 
for a mess of pottage. For five minutes’ 
gratification of his appetite he surrendered 
innumerable blessings. For a bowl of soup 
he delivered himself over to a whole ocean 
of the gall of bitterness. As the firstborn, 
Esau’s birthright meant that he would suc- 
ceed his father Isaac as the head of God's 
chosen people. It also meant that through 
him the promise of Genesis 3: 15 would be 
fulfilled, the final conquering of Satan. “It 
shall bruise thy head.” It also meant that 
through him all the families of the earth 
would be blessed (Gen. 12:3). That birth- 
right placed Esau as one of the towers in 
God’s great power line down through the 
ages through which He would transmit the 
mighty current of salvation. Yet he de- 
liberately flicked it away as though it were 
a trifle, saying, “What profit shall this 
birthright do to me?” 

The whole world has recently been 
shocked by a sovereign, who ruled over 
five hundred millions of subjects, deliber- 
ately casting his crown aside in order that 
he might humor a personal attachment. 
.That was amazing enough, but it was a 
small matter compared to Esau’s abdica- 
tion; for Esau’s loss was infinitely greater. 
Esau stepped out of the line of the King 
of kings, 

.“Thus Esau despised his birthright” 
might well be labeled on the careers of 
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millions of young men since Esan’s day; 
and, sad to say, upon a multitude of young 
fellows in the’ currents of humanity today, 
drifting with the tide of their desires, losing 
the spiritual vision. That was just Esau’s 
trouble; he lost the spiritual vision. There 
is no doubt but Esau knew what God had 
promised his grandfather Abraham. Those 
old Hebrew patriarchs were careful to 
hand down the law and the promises, 
father to son. But in the temporary mo- 
ment of Esau’s desire for red pottage, 
the vision faded out and his passion to 
gratify his appetite got control of him, pre- 
cipitating the decision that proved fatal to 
his high position in:God’s favor. Evidently 
Esau had held the vision too lightly any- 
how. It doubtless was not the first time 
he had raised that question in his mind: 
“What profit is this birthright to me?” His 
faith in it was not strong. Thus when it 
was put to the test it cracked up. 

Fellows, I believe the secret of the whole 
matter is right here—in your faith. Do 
you believe God’s Word? ‘The Word fells 
of the things of the Spirit. They cannot 
be seen by physical eyes, nor be touched 
with physical hands. They must be re- 
ceived by faith, The Word gives a vision 
of Jesus Christ. Only by faith may we 
see him; but he may be very clearly seen 
that way. You must keep your spiritual 
eye on him through the reading of the 
Word and through prayer. That keeps 
matters in the proper proportion. It pre- 
vents the mess of pottage from being exag- 
gerated, and keeps the spiritual vision from 
fading. 

The mess of pottage is anything that 
shuts out the vision of Jesus. If you will 
keep him in view, the mess of pottage 
will not come in between. I had thirty in- 
terviews with the boys of a certain college. 
They came voluntarily to talk about their 
problems. Nearly all of them were nominal 
Christians, reared in Christian homes. All 
of them confessed failure in their spiritual 
life. The mess of pottage had won in many 
instances, and in every case these boys ad- 
mitted they had left off reading their Bibles 
and had neglected their daily devotions. 


Vancouver, B. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


NNE and Lois waved good-by to Polly 

as Dick whirled her away in his car. 
“Dick is a grand fellow,” announced Lois. 
“But Polly is a regular Esau.” 

Anne was astonished. “What on earth 
made you say that of Polly? She is not 
taking him out for a dinner date. I thought 
that Esau had a big appetite, and Polly 
has scarcely any.” 

Lois disagreed. “I think Polly has an 
enormous appetite — for flattery! She hun- 
gers for it as Esau did for a mess of pot- 
tage. She is so blind that I am afraid all 
her self-centered interests are tied up to 
the present and are shutting God out.” 

“What a sobering mood you are in to- 
day, Lois! But then I wonder if I am 
missing blessings I might have merely be- 
cause I am not hungering for righteous- 
ness. Let’s ask the girls what they think 
about most often and see what their 
thoughts reveal.” 
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“Yes, let’s!” exclaimed Lois as_ they 
opened the door where their friends were 
chatting. 

“Let’s what?” chorused several. 

Madge guessed instantly: “Make fudge! 
Right after club!” 

“See how food conscious they aret” 
laughed Lois. 

Anne began to pass out pieces of paper 
from the phone pad. “Here, take one, 
and write on this paper your biggest de- 
sire. You may print it if you like, and 
not sign it. Put them in this bowl, and 
let’s see what we are most interested in 
thinking about. Let’s see how far-sighted 
our desires may be.” 

“Mine are far enough,” laughed Judy. 
“As far as a trip to Hawaii, but I’ll never 
get it without some unknown relative dy- 
ing!” 

“Mine is private,” announced Pauline. 

“What started all this?” demanded Amy. 
“T haven’t time to list all my interests. 


I am due at a music lesson in twenty min- - 


utes.” 

“You've all missed the idea!” exclaimed 
Anne. “You're all as short-sighted as 
Esau! Lois and I were thinking of~ the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for May 23 


lesson for next Sunday, about the weak- 
ness of Esau.” 

“Do you suppose Esau realized he was 
giving up his inheritance permanently?” 
asked Madge. 

“And I’ve wondered if he knew how 
valuable it was,” added Jean. 

’“T wonder if we realize how important 
our inheritance is,” said Lois, “and how 
permanently we cancel the privilege of be- 
ing a channel of God’s blessing, when we 
choose interests that are transient. This 
fact has been gripping me more and more, 
and as Galatians 2:20 gets into my think- 
ing and into my actions and my choices, 
I see that Esau is a strong warning to 
each of us. Esau did NOT believe God 
or he would not have allowed the birth- 
right to slip from him. By natural line 


-he would have been the one to bring the 


world the Saviour, for in Isaac’s seed 
the blessing was to come. And right now 
it is no small matter that we, who are 
born, of the Holy Spirit by believing that 
Christ, the Son of God, died in our place, 
are in line to give to the world the Sav- 
jour! There can never again be a child 
from Heaven born of a virgin. Christ 
came and died once for all, and for each 
who will accept his death. But oh, how 
it is gripping me! I am supposed to be a 
channel of blessing by presenting the world 
with the Saviour. And I need not be weak. 
Because Christ lives in me I can be vic- 
torious, for he is my power and he is the 
Victor.” 

Anne added softly, “And looking to the 
future makes a big difference in our choices. 
We leave the mess of pottage when we 
think of seeing Christ face to face. What 
a purifying hope!” 

Galatians 1: 3-5; 2:20; 3:3, 13-19, 26, 
29; 6:7; Ephesians 2: 4-10; 2:13; Colos- 
sians I: 10-14; 3:2-4; 1 Timothy 1:15; 
Romans. 8: 32, 37-39; Hebrews 4:15, 16; 
2 Peter 2: 1-13; Hebrews 12: 16, 17; Mat- 
thew 5:6; Luke 9: 57-62; 15:10; 1 John 
1:93; 3: 1-3. 

OAKLAND, CALIF. . 

ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Twin brothers, if possible. If 
not, other twins can be used. 











HE Bible is the most wonderful Book 

in the world. I’m sure you didn’t know 
there was a story of twin boys in it. There 
is, and they lived away back in Genesis. 
Twin boys, just like these fellows here. 

Twins are funny, aren’t they? Some- 
times they look alike; sometimes they do 
not. Sometimes they are the same height, 
sometimes one is big and the other little. 

These Bible twins were different: one 
was hairy and the other had smooth skin. 
When they grew up, one was a hunter and 
the ofher was a farmer. Their names were 
Esau and Jacob. 

Esau was the older twin, and so he was 
the more important. In that country, the 
oldest son became the head of the house 
if the father died, and certain honors came 
to’ him. He received the most of the 
father’s property, or money. This was 
called his birthright, which just means that 
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he had a right to these things because he 
was the oldest son, 

But one day Esau came in from hunting, 
and he was so hungry and faint he thought 
he would die, if he didn’t have something 
to eat. Jacob was cooking a pot of lentils, 
and Esau asked for some of them. Jacob 
asked him to sell his birthright for the 
lentils, and Esau promised. So Esau ate 
the lentils, and Jacob had the birthright. 

Afterward, when their father Isaac was 
about to die, Jacob deceived him and re- 
ceived the older son’s blessing. Then 
Esau came for the blessing, and he wept 
bitterly when he found Jacob had stolen it, 
but there was nothing he could do about it. 

The trouble with Esau was that his hun- 
ger for a few minutes was more important 
than his inheritance for a lifetime. Just to 
fill a passing hunger, he gave away all the 
things his birthright would have brought 
during his life. One of these things. was 
the privilege of being one of the forefathers 
of the Messiah that was promised. So he 
really despised God’s promise, and was al- 
ways a man of the world rather than God’s 
man, 

I wonder about our twins here. Don’t 
you hope they will both love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and grow up to be God’s men? 

Mopesto, Cauir. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 337) 


1. The word “profane” means literally, “be- 
fore. the temple,” that is, outside of it, and 
it means a secular man not interested in spir- 
itual things. Men who use profanity are of 
that character, but in Esau’s case it meant one 
who was blind to spiritual things. 


2. The prophecy was that the elder should 
serve the younger, and that the younger would 
be stronger. It indicated God’s choice of 
Jacob for the chosen line. This did not mean 
that Esau would have to be lost, nor that 
Esau would have to be an unspiritual man. 

3. The passage in Malachi 1:2, 3 makes 
clear that God is referring not to the two 
individuals, but to the two nations. His 
hatred means divine displeasure at Edom’s 
sinfulness, and his love is divine pleasure in 
Israel, his chosen people. 


4. Isaac could not have given the blessing 
intended for Jacob to his eldest son Esau. 
When he pronounced this solemn blessing 
he was speaking not as a father concerning 
his son, but as a prophet of God concerning 
the great purposes of God. He therefore 
spoke in the Spirit, and gave to Jacob and 
to Esau the blessing designed for each, 

5. One hundred and eighty (Gen. 35: 28). 

6. Doubtless Isaac interpreted his physi- 
cal infirmities to mean he was.near death, but 
in the providence of God it was planned that 
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the incident of the blessing should take place 
at that time rather than years later. It 
worked out that Jacob went to Haran and the 
family of Israel began. : 

7. Esau had qualities that win popularity ; 
he was strong, brave, generous, open-hearted. 
Jacob’s trickery is something that men de- 
spise, and there is also the natural sympathy 
for the man who gets a “raw deal.” rob- 
ably the chief reason for liking Esau rather 
than Jacob is the natural carnality of the 
human heart, looking on the outward appear- 
ance rather than on the inside spiritual real- 
ities which are important in s sight. 

8. Ishmael, who was the child after the 
flesh in contrast to Isaac, who was the child 
of promise. God gave blessing to Ishmael 
and to Esau, and they became strong and pros- 
perous; both were men .of the field. Both 
moved away from Canaan. Both were an- 
cestors of people who became enemies of Is- 
rael. In the Genesis record of the chosen 
line, Ishmael was rejected, Isaac chosen; Esau 
was rejected, Jacob chosen. 

9. The bad bargain Esau made when he sold 
his birthright. The bad bargain Jacob made 
when he took advantage of Esau’s weakness 
to buy the birthright. 

10. Nearly everything that is told of Esau 
seems to indicate he was a “profane person” 
in the sense that he did not have spiritual life, 
and did not have any hunger for God. On the 
other hand, the fact of his reconciliation 
with Jacob (note also that the brothers joined 
in burying their father), may indicate a spir- 
itual change in Esau (cf. Gen. 21: 17-20). 


ye 
The 1936 Index 


OULD you like to know exactly 
where to find certain articles pub- 
lished last year in THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times? Each year the Times spends much 
time and effort in preparing a complete 
index of all the articles published during 
the year, in order that its readers and 
members of the staff may easily refer to 
the articles. The index for last year is 
now complete and ready for distribution. 
It contains a general alphabetical index 
of all titles; and a Classified Index, sub- 
divided into a number of headings, making 
it possible to find any article quickly. 
The Index for 1936 may be had for 15 
cents a copy from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 


GRACE SAXE 


PUBLICATIONS AND 
TABERNACLE MODELS 
NOW ISSUED BY 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 
843 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Hiniois 











Che Wedding Bible 


THE BRIDE’S MOST APPRECIATED WEDDING GIFT 


A life time treasure that will transform into a family heirloom 
to be greatly prized by the children and their descendants. It 
can be made the record of the foundation of the family. 


The One and Only Safe Depository of the 
Marriage Certificate and Family Record 


LETTERED IN GOLD ON FRONT COVER WITH 
THE BRIDE’S NAME AND DATE OF WEDDING 


Genuine Morocco Binding, Pure Gold Edges, Size 9% x 12 Inches 
BLACK, RED OR BLUE 


INDINGS DELIVERED PRICE $10.00 


A. J. HOLMAN CO., 1224 Arch St., Philadelphia 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 30. What Did Jesus Mean by “Going the 
Second Mile”? Matt. 5 : 40-48. 


‘ itch 
Sunday, May 23 


What Did Jesus Mean by “Turning the 
Other Cheek’’? 
(Matt. 5:39; 1 Pet. 3:8, 9) 





Mon.—The Christian way (Rom. 12 : 16-21). 
Tues.—Revenge versus love (Lev. 19 : 18). 
Wed.—The rule of hate (Prov. 24: 29). 
Thurs.—Foolish anger (Luke 9 : 51-56). 
Fri—The submission of Jesus (Luke 4: 


28-30). 
Sat.—The law of love (Matt. 5 : 43-48). 











UDSON TAYLOR, dressed in Chi- 

nese costume, was waiting for a boat- 
man to take him across the river. As 
he stood on the jetty waiting, a richly 
dressed Chinese came and also waited. 
When the boat drew near, this man, not 
observing that Mr. Taylor was a for- 
eigner, struck him on the head and knocked 
him into the mud. Mr. Taylor said that 
the first impulse that came to him was to 
smite the man, but God immediately stop- 
ped him, 

When the boat came up, the Chinese 
looked at Mr. Taylor and then saw for 
the first time that he was-a foreigner. 
He could hardly believe it, and said, 
“What! You a foreigner, and you did 
not strike back when I knocked you into 
the mud like that?” 

Mr. Taylor replied, “This boat is mine. 
Come and I will take you where you wish 
to go.” On the way, Mr. Taylor poured 
into the man’s ears the message of sal- 
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vation. He left the man with tears run- 
ning down his face. 
b 4 

If we have noted the topic for our 
young people’s prayer meeting this week 
and have read the Scripture references, 
perhaps we have thought to ourselves con- 
cerning the incident given above, “Oh, 
yes, that is all right for a missionary like 
Hudson Taylor. He was in China to win 
Chinese to the Lord Jesus Christ. Of 
course it would never have done for him 
to have struck back. But in the work-a- 
day world where I have to live, this would 
never do. Folks would trample over me 
all the time if I did not stand up for my 
rights.” 

But the sobering truth is that God does 
mot have one standard of conduct for 
China and another one for America. He 
does not require one code of ethics of a 
missionary and another of a business man 
or lawyer or shop worker. The Lord 
Jesus had to meet more difficult problems, 
to face greater insults, to contend with 
unfairness than you and I will ever have 
to endure, and he not only spoke the prin- 
ciple of turning the other cheek, but he 
lived it. 

ye 


“But,” some will object, “if we were 
to employ such a principle in daily life 
it would be impossible to punish wrong- 
doers and criminals.” Not at all! The 
Lord Jesus recognized the law of retalia- 
tion and quoted it from Exodus 21: 24. 
This law had been given, however, to 
restrain men from taking unfair advan- 
tage of each other and to require that the 
punishment should not be greater than the 
crime. It was not a law for the indi- 
vidual, but for the formal courts of jus- 
tice. For the individual, however, the 
Lord Jesus gave the principle of not claim- 
ing or demanding his rights merely because 
they are his rights. On the contrary, he 
is actually to turn the tables on his enemies 
and to return good for evil. 


bg 

We must also recognize that the Lord 
Jesus was giving here a principle, not 
merely an iron clad rule. The implica- 
tion is not that we should take pains to 
expose ourselves the second time to ill 
treatment. Yet, on the other hand, we 
are not to seek to avenge the injury, but 
are to bear it patiently. 

Notice also that it is the attitude of 
heart rather than the action that is sig- 
nificant. It is possible to “turn one’s cheek” 
in such a way and with such priggishness 
as utterly to defeat the principle involved. 
A quiet withdrawal and a willingness to 
forgive and forget the injury is infinitely 
better. 

No conflict need be seen in this Christ- 
like attitude of the individual, and a will- 
ingness, in the due processes of the law, 
to condemn a criminal to punishment or 
to defend one’s home against a marauder. 
Evildoers must sometimes be restrained 
for the public good. Responsibility is not 
to be evaded by invoking the principle of 
turning the other cheek. But there must 
be no hatred toward the individual and no 
spirit of revenge. 


But, some will argue, the principle of 
turning the other cheek is not a aatural 
one. Indeed it is not. The Lord Jesus 
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did not teach that it was, or that we might 
ever expect it to be. It is a supernatural 
principie. We can never hope to demon- 
strate it in our own strength, The natu- 
ral impulse will ever bé to show anger 
and resentment and retaliation when we 
are wronged. Only the supernatural life 
of Christ in the heart can make it possible 
to exhibit his supernatural conduct. And 
if we find revenge and unlove showing 
themselves in our treatment of others, there 
is only one éxplanation, — we are not fet- 
ting Christ have his way with us. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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School for Buta 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


“- CERTAIN man was going down 
from Jerusalem to—to—” Buta 
hesitated, as the unfamiliar name failed to 
come to mind. He was at the well, as 
usual, driving the water buffalo round and 
round, to draw water for irrigating the 
fields. The Indian pastor would be mak- 
ing a visit to Buta’s village one of these 
days, and would want to see how many of 
the Christians, big and little, had learned 
the Bible stories he had taught on his last 
visit. So Buta was trying to remember 
the story of the Good Samaritan. 

“T€ I could only read,” he said to him- 
self, “it would be easier to learn what the 
pastor tries to teach us.” 

Buta, although he was ten years old, 
had never been in a school room. It is 
not easy for every boy in India to go to 
school. There are many who, although 
they are Christians, have come from the 
“untouchables”; for them it is almost im- 
possible. As for girls—well, there are 
people even yet in India who think that 
trying to teach girls is only foolishness. 
True, there was a school for boys in Buta’s 
village, but only for Hindu boys. No boy 
from the “untouchables” was allowed to 
enter there. Sometimes he stood, or sat 
on the ground, outside the mud wall which 
surrounded the court of the Hindu boys’ 
school and fistened to the little tots as they 
repeated aloud their A, B, C’s, or droned 
the multiplication table. What he heard 
only made him wish harder that he, too 
could go to school. 

“Pastor Gulam Masih,” he had asked his 
pastor, “why can’t we have a school here 
for Christian boys, such as they have in 
my cousin’s village?” 

“Buta,” the pastor had replied, “how { 
long that the Christian boys, and girls, too, 
of this viliage might have an opportunity te 
learnt The burden is on my heart con- 
stantly. I have talked to our missionary 
about it, and he is even more burdened 
than I, But what can he do? Perhaps 
you have not heard, but away off in Amer- 
ica, the missionary’s own country, they are 
having a hard time, and many who were 
once rich are now poor, and have no money 
to send here to help us, as they once did. 
And of course a school requires a teacher, 
and the missionary just doesn’t have the 
money tu pay a teacher,” 

“Perhaps they are having famine over 
in the missionary’s country. It is a good 
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thing he is here, where at least we are 
not starving, even if we have no school,” 
sighed Buta. 

About the time of this conversation an- 
other pastor, away off in the missionary’s 
country, was talking to the Sabbath school 
of his church. 

“I should like,” he said, “to read you part 
of a letter recently received from a col- 
lege classmate who has for years been a 
missionary in India.” 

He then read what the missionary had 
written about Buta, and others like him, 
who wanted so earnestly to attend school, 
but who could not, because there was no 
school for them. 

“It is heartbreaking,” the missionary 
wrote, “to see the work hindered for lack 
-of funds to carry it on. My workers are 


over-burdened already, and for lack of a .- 


paltry eight dollars a month I have had to 
refuse the request of one of my most faith- 
ful pastors who sees the need for a school 
in one of the villages of his- circuit.” 

“Whose fault is it,” the American pastor 
asked, “that those boys and girls are not 
being given their chance? I am wondering 
if we, for whom God has done so much, 
couldn’t do something for our far-away 
neighbors.” 

Among those who heard the missionary’ s 
letter read was a group of boys about Buta’s 
own age. None too well did they ‘them- 
selves like to go to school. Holidays were 
always greeted with shouts of joy. But not 
to have any school to attend — well, that 
was a different story. 

“That’s pretty terrible,” said Jack. “Say, 
fellows, couldn’t we start a school over 
there?” 

“Start a school? You're crazy,” 
swered Jim, skeptically. 
start a school?” 

“Well, our class could start a fund, and 
perhaps get others to subscribe, and that 


an- 
“How could we 


would be a start, wouldn’t it?” insisted 
Jack. 
“Sure, it would,” broke in Ted. Be bet 


we could do it.” 

_ It was not altogether easy for ten and 
twelve-year-old boys to give cheerfully 

from carefully hoarded dimes and quarters 

saved for the purchase of bicycles or skates. 

Yet the day came when ten boys came to 

the pastor’s study. 

“We want to talk to you,” explained Ted, 
“about starting a school over in India in 
Buta’s village.” 

Then came more explanations, and finally 
Jack, who was treasurer, emptied a purse 
on the pastor’s desk. 

“Eight dollars!) Why, boys, this is fine! 
This will pay for a teacher for one month,” 
exclaimed the pastor. 

And that was the start of Buta’s school. 
It would take too long to tell how the 
Men’s Brotherhood, inspired by this begin- 
ning, raised funds for the school building, 
and how other classes added their contribu- 
tions, until enough money had been gath- 
ered togoether for the school teacher’s 
salary for a year, with a promise that more 
would follow year by year. 

Now, if you could go to Buta’s village, 
you would see on the outskirts, where the 
Christians live, a small, kiln-dried brick 
building. The courtyard is swept clean, 
and surrounded by a low mud wall. Under 
a shady tree, for this is summer, are spread 
mats, on which are seated, cross-lege~1. 
twenty boys and a few small girls. The 
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tiny tots are tracing in the dust before 
them strange looking characters, as they 
try to learn the alphabet. “A, B, C,” they 
sing out at the top of their voices. Others 
are droning, “Two times two make four.” 
The Christian teacher oversees reading, 
writing, and arithmetic impartially. He 
carries a stick in his hand, but this is more 
a badge of authority than an aid to dis- 
cipline. Altogether it looks and sounds 
very much like the Hindu boys’ school near 
which Buta used to linger wistfully. There 
is this difference. Here each morning 
God’s Word is read, and every head is 
bowed while His blessing is asked for the 
day. Also, part of the regular schedule 
is the daily Bible lesson, as these little ones 
of the flock are taught more about the Good 
Shepherd who gave his life for them. And 
here is Buta himself, brow puckered in 
concentration, but none the less happy that 
at last he has started on the road to learn- 
ing. 
New WitMIncrTon, Pa. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 

cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 

The Sunday School Times, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 

or addresses or identity will be published 

in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 

tions are too personal for an answer in 

these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 

to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: I am very much pleased 
with the way you answer young girls’ problems. 
I have never noticed that you have given any 
advice on high school plays. I believe plays 
are helpful to develop talent, but when the 
teacher (or class adviser) asks the boys and 
girls to kiss each other in a play, I feel they 
are doing an injury to our young people. Am I 
wrong? Do I take things too seriously? Aren’t 
things like this responsible for some more seri- 
ous things which often happen later in the ex- 
periences of school years? 

I am a widow with three children, and this 
is one of the problems which I face, and I 
shall be glad to hear from you in reference 
to it. I believe the Lord is blessing your 
letters to many, and I pray his blessing to rest 
upon youu—A MOTHER. 


Y DEAR Mrs. ——: This is surely 
a hard age in which to lead the 
young. So few are willing to look into the 
real issues of life—the influences which 
extend into the future, that oftentimes de- 
cisions are made which are not always for 
the highest good of the girl and boy. It 
is so easy to take the attitude that the 
spiritual side of life is the most important, 
but how many parents realize this, and act 
upon it? Our young people are not be- 
ing taught to look upon the things which 
last forever, but are grasping after the 
things of the flesh, and those things which 
will weaken them for the real experiences 
of life. And I do not blame the young! 
We parents have not the courage and the 
persistency to take our stand for righteous- 
ness, and to be satisfied with nothing less. 
We so dislike being told that we are “old- 
fashioned,” and a “back number,” that we 
give in many times’ when we should do as 
we are taught in the Word — “Hold fast 
that which is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). 
No, you do not “take things too seri- 
ously.” You are being led by the Spirit 
to see wrong in its beginning, and to real- 
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-ize that you are the responsible one to lead 


the children committed to your care. I 
have real sympathy for the girls and boys 
in high ‘school who have teachers who are 
not at all interested in the spiritual. life, 
and who do not even have a belief in the 
things which are very dear to you and me. 
Under such teachers youth has a hard time 
keeping a proper regard for the training 
of a Christian home, and standing against 
the unchristian teaching of the school. 
Many teachers, however, are Christians, 
and they do support our homes in spiritual 
things, but, oh, there are so few who be- 
lieve in the separated life of the Bible. It 
is hard for the girl or boy who has run 
up against the opposition, and many of 
them learn to deceive their parents. They 
conceal the destructive thoughts and actions 
which lead downward, and away from god- 
liness, 

Your attitude in the matter of kissing, 
in the school play, is certainly the only one 
a Christian mother can take. If I were you 
I would have a friendly talk with the 
teacher, and have your children excused, if 
they ask them to take such a part. 

Yes, there are many heartaches because 
of conditions in the high school these days, 
and many have come to know real sorrow 
as a result of the lack of restraint and self- 
control. The moving pictures are often 
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vulgar, and tend to attract to the sexual. 
Only God can help us in this country to 
change the trend of unrighteousness which 
is permeating the home, country, and evea 
eur churches, 


We must begin in the home to be strong 


in our decisions for that which will cause 
the young in their tender years to fove the 
pure. Ask God for wisdom to cultivate in 
them the desires for things which make 
for real womanhood and mamhood, and 
when the years have gone by, and your 
work is done, they will arise and call you 
blessed (Prov. 31: 28). Lean on God, and 
you will find him to be a father to the 
fatherless, and a husband to the widow, 
as many a woman can testify. 


The following honest letter does not 
need an answer, as it both sets forth 
a problem and gives the real solution. 
Mother Ruth is glad to share tts im- 
pressive message with her readers. 
Dear Mother Ruth: We often may profit 
from the mistakes of others. I wonder if my 
experience might be of help to some young 
teacher in a similar circumstance. It is so often 
difficult to hold the interest in a young people’s 
Bible class, and use the right methods. 

When I was rather young for the task it 
fell to my lot, through the illness of a senior 
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teacher, to conduct his Bible class. They were 
a lively, normal group of boys and girls be- 
tween the ages of fifteen and twenty-two. 

a “separated” leader, Although 
i had been a Christian for many years and 
earnestly desired to be of use in God’s work, thc 
idea of separation had not been brought home 
to me understandingly. I sought to hold the 
interest of my pupils by being “one of them,” 
by identifying myself ia their worldly pursuits. 
I attended so-called ‘‘good” movies, chaperoned 
hikes and a party where they danced. 

New these young people were not definitely 
Christians, but I had their interest and atten- 
tion on Sundays. I talked with them fong and 
earnestly, I longed for them to be saved — and 
saw no fruit. This was severai years ago— 
the class has since disbanded. Some have {eit 
the city, others are working, and to my know!l- 
edge, not one is an out-and-out Christian. 

I realize now where the fault lay. My wit- 
ness was lost through lack of separation. Simce 
that time it has been my privilege to see 
results in groups where the leaders were living 
separated lives, and I am filled with regret for 
a lost opportunity. If there are any young teach- 
ers faced with this problem, remember this: you 
cannot teach with the power of the Spirit, if 
your own spirituality is diluted. Do not show 
your young people how a Christian can get 
along with the world — show them that a Chris- 
tian can get along without the world!—A WEST- 
ERN READER. 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
May 17 to 23 

Mon. Genesis 25 : 27-34. A Man of Appetite. 

Prayer Succestions: “Esau ... for 
one morsel of meat sold his birthright” 
(Heb. 12:16). Men given to appetite ex- 
pose themselyes to vice and profaneness. 
Intemperance and loose morals go together. 
Israel got into moral decay through giut- 
tony (Exod. 16:2, 3; 32:6; Num 11: 
33; 25:2, 3). It is one of the chief causes 
of general disquiet (Proy. 30:22). It will 
be common in the “fast days’ (Luke 17: 
27; 21:34). Christians are warned against 
banqueting excessively (Rom, 13:13; Phil. 
3:19; 1 Pet. 4:3). Ali whose god is their 
stomach are blotches in Christian fove- 
feasts (Jude 12). Pray for the Prairie 
Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 
Tues.—Genesis 27 : 41-45. A Man of Anger. 

PRAYER Svuccestions: “Until thy 
brother’s fury turn away.” Avoid angry 
people. “Mark them which cause divisions 
and offences . . . and avoid them” (Rom. 
16:17). Cease from anger and forsake 
wrath. They promote strife and contention. 
Be slow to wrath. Soft answers pacify. 
Pray .for the Pioneer Mission Agency 
(r20r Chestnut St., Philadelphia). 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 9 : 22-27. Bodily Discipline. 

Prayer SuGcestions: “I buffet my body” 
(marg.). Discipline your flesh. Pummel 
your body, figuratively, lest after having 
preached to others you shall become a 
castaway. Satan gets at the soul through 
the body. Deny worldly lusts. The Holy 
Ghost can give you complete victory. Pray 
for Palestine Week in Chicago, May 23 
to 30 (Moody Church). 


Thurs.—Matthew 26 : 40-46. 


Weakness of the Flesh. 

Prayer Succestions: “The flesh is 
weak.” Weakness marks the self-life. Res- 
olutions are impotent without grace. In 
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prayer the flesh shows great weakness. 
“What, could ye not watch with me one 
hour?” Because of the love of self-gratifi- 
cation, “the hour of prayer” ceases to be 
a delight. The Spirit-filled life makes holy 
exercises a pleasure (Acts 3:1; 6:4). 
Pray for God’s witnesses in Swasiland, 
South Africa. 
Fri.—Proverbs 16 : 27-32. 
Ruling One’s Own Spirit. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Slow to anger.” 
Life will be out of control unless Christ 
reigns within. Fullness of the Spirit in- 
sures temperance. Exhibit moderation in 
all things. ‘“‘Not soon angry” is an essen- 
tial qualification for a good minister of 
Jesus Christ. Fathers are admonished 
“provoke not your children to anger” (Col. 
3:21). Pray for Christ's laborers in Tem- 
buland, and Bomvanatand, South Africa. 
Sat.—Isaiah 56 : 9-12. Slaves of Appetite. 

Prayer Succestions: “To morrow.” 
Habitual indulgence in liquor deceives the 
drinker. Social drinking blinds men to its 
evil consequences. Tomorrow looks pros- 
perous to the intoxicated man, whereas the 
drunkard shalf come to poverty. Men bless 
intoxicants, God curses them. ‘Whatever 
enslaves appetites enslaves men. Pray for 
more efficient teaching on temperance, 
Sun.—Romans 8 : 31-39. Victory through Christ. 

Prayer Sucacestions: “More than con- 
querors.” Pardon has been provided for 
you in Christ. But you may have unfail- 
ing, unfluctuating victory in your tribula- 
tions, distresses, persecutions, famine, peril, 
sword, things present, and in those to come. 
In Christ for you there is glorious, con- 
tinual victory. “More-than-conquerors” 
grace is reserved for YOU. Pray for mis- 
sionaries in Zululand, South Africa. 
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